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Explosions and Drone Strikes Hit Russian
Regions, Killing 14
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Ryazan Oil Refinery. svtk44 (CC BY-SA 4.0)

Updated with new death toll.

A series of explosions and suspected drone strikes across multiple Russian regions overnight
left at least 14 people dead and several others injured, officials and local media reported
Thursday.

Chelyabinsk region Governor Alexei Teksler said an explosion ripped through a factory in the
town of Kopeysk on Wednesday night. By Thursday evening, he confirmed that 12 people had
been killed and that five more were in critical condition.

The governor stressed that the blasts were not the result of drone strikes.

Teksler said later that 10 employees were still unaccounted for as rescue efforts continued on
Thursday afternoon.

In addition to the 12 deaths, he said 19 people were injured. Five of them were hospitalized in
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serious condition while 14 others were receiving outpatient care, the governor wrote in an
update on Telegram.

Independent media_identified the plant as the Plastmass plastics maker, which manufactures
artillery ammunition for the Russian military, and is subject to Western sanctions.

Another late-night explosion reportedly occurred in the southern city of Stavropol, near a
military base. Media reports said a baby stroller packed with explosives was left near a bus
stop.

A woman was injured by shrapnel, while a man was detained and charged with terrorism,
according to the Kommersant business newspaper.

Officials in the Bryansk and Belgorod regions neighboring Ukraine reported two civilian
deaths from Ukrainian drones striking vehicles.

Meanwhile, in the Ryazan region, Governor Pavel Malkov said debris from Ukrainian drones
caused a fire at an industrial facility. Independent outlet Astra, citing residents, reported that
the Ryazan oil refinery was hit. No casualties were reported.

Russia’s Defense Ministry said its air defense systems shot down or intercepted 139 Ukrainian
drones overnight.

Those included 56 drones over the Belgorod region, 22 drones over the Bryansk region and 14
over the Ryazan region.
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