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Russian courts have convicted at least 158 minors on terrorism and sabotage-related charges
since Moscow’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine, according to Supreme Court data analyzed by
the exiled news outlet Vyorstka.

The cases involved teenagers aged 14 to 17 charged under articles covering “terrorist acts,”
“aiding terrorism,” “participation in a terrorist organization” and “incitement to terrorism.”

Twenty-six minors were convicted on terrorism-related charges in 2022, 35 in 2023 and 41 in
2024.

Twenty-nine were convicted in the first half of 2025 alone.

The first convictions of minors for sabotage appeared in 2023 after Russia introduced new
criminal articles covering “aiding sabotage,” “participation in a sabotage group” and
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“training for the purpose of committing sabotage.”

One teenager was convicted under these provisions in 2023, followed by 13 in 2024 and
another 13 in the first half of 2025.

Many of the cases involve arson attacks on military enlistment offices and railway relay
cabinets.

Related article: Silence or Jail: Teens Targeted in Russia’s Wartime Political Crackdown

Law enforcement agencies claim that some teenagers were motivated by money offered by
those who ordered the attacks.

Investigative Committee head Alexander Bastrykin has accused Ukrainian intelligence
services of attempting to recruit Russian teenagers to carry out sabotage inside the country.

He said these crimes often stem from “national hatred” or support for “terrorist” or “Nazi”
ideologies.

Bastrykin warned that these offenses carry punishments of up to life imprisonment, noting
that minors often fail to grasp the severity of their actions until after they are detained.

As terrorism- and extremism-related cases involving minors rise, the Federal Security
Service (FSB) has proposed including its pre-trial detention centers among institutions
working with juveniles for crime prevention purposes.

President Vladimir Putin in July signed a law allowing the FSB to operate its own detention
facilities for suspects and defendants in criminal cases starting Jan. 1, 2026.

Previously, the agency had only exercised informal control over a few existing centers,
including Moscow’s Lefortovo prison.

A growing number of Russian minors have been sentenced to prison or juvenile correction
facilities for expressing their opposition to the war in Ukraine.
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