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United States Pressures Japan to Stop
Buying Russian Oil and Gas
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The United States is urging Japan to stop purchasing Russian oil and gas as President Donald J.
Trump seeks to increase pressure on countries that continue to bolster Moscow's revenues
amid the war in Ukraine.

U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent wrote in a post on X that he met with Japan's Finance
Minister Katsunobu Kato in Washington on Wednesday, during which they discussed
"important issues pertaining to the U.S.-Japan economic relationship and the [White House]
Administration's expectation that Japan stop importing Russian energy."

Japan remains heavily dependent on imported oil and gas. In 2023, it spent 582 billion yen
($3.9 billion) importing Russian liquefied natural gas (LNG), accounting for around 9% of its
total imports of the energy source.

Japan initially stopped importing Russian crude oil in 2023 but was then granted a special
sanction waiver by the Biden administration, allowing it to continue importing oil and gas


https://x.com/SecScottBessent/status/1978619696166347183

from the Sakhalin-2 project.

Related article: Ukrainian Drone Strikes Slash Russia’s Fuel Exports to Lowest Level Since
Early 2022 — Bloomberg

Kato declined to comment directly on Bessent's remarks about Japan weaning off Russian
energy imports, but told Japanese media that Tokyo is '"committed to doing what we can to
realize a just peace in Ukraine by coordinating with fellow G7 countries."

Trump, who has pressed U.S. allies to reduce economic ties with Russia, told reporters on
Wednesday that Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi had assured him India would soon stop
buying Russian oil.

"You know, you can't do it immediately. It's a little bit of a process, but the process is going to
be over with soon," Trump said.

In August, the Trump administration raised tariffs on Indian exports to the United States to
50%, accusing New Delhi of helping to fund Russia's war through energy purchases.

AFP contributed reporting.
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