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Ukrainian Drone Strikes Slash Russia’s
Fuel Exports to Lowest Level Since Early
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Ongoing Ukrainian drone attacks on Russia’s energy infrastructure have reduced the
country’s fuel exports to their lowest levels since the invasion of Ukraine, Bloomberg reported
Wednesday.

Average daily exports fell to 1.88 million barrels in the first 10 days of October, the lowest level
since at least early 2022, according to data from analytics firm Vortexa compiled by
Bloomberg.

Russia’s total refining output remains below 5 million barrels per day, also the lowest since
spring 2022, following strikes that have hit more than 20 major refineries.

Seasonal maintenance work has added further downward pressure.

The government has banned gasoline exports in an effort to ease domestic shortages caused


https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-10-15/russian-fuel-exports-sink-to-fresh-wartime-low-on-refinery-woes

by the slump in refining output.

A September strike also damaged the Ust-Luga terminal, which handles about 60% of
Russia’s naphtha exports, a key feedstock for petrochemical production. As a result, naphtha
shipments plunged 43% month-on-month to just 198,000 barrels per day in October, the
lowest since January 2022.

Related article: Drones Target Oil Refinery in Western Siberia’s Tyumen Region in What May
Be Ukraine’s Farthest Strike Yet

Exports of diesel and gasoil rose 13% from September while fuel oil exports declined by 8%,
Bloomberg said.

The International Energy Agency (IEA) warned this week that Russian oil companies will
continue to feel the effects of the Ukrainian attacks for nearly a year, noting that one in three
refineries has been hit since August.

Refining output is unlikely to return to its normal levels before June 2026, the IEA said in a
report published Tuesday.

That forecast does not account for potential future damage if Ukrainian drone strikes
continue. For now, refining throughput is estimated to have dropped by about 10% since the
attacks began.

Naphtha exports face another potential setback from Taiwan, one of Russia’s largest buyers
alongside India.

Taiwan increased its imports of Russian naphtha sixfold in the first half of this year compared
with 2022, purchasing 1.9 million tons worth $1.3 billion, according to estimates from the
Center for Research on Energy and Clean Air.

However, Taiwan’s economy minister recently said that local companies would halt
purchases of Russian naphtha if requested by the European Union.
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