NATO Detects No ‘Malign Damage’ to
Baltic Sea Infrastructure Since January,
Official Says
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NATO drills in the Baltic Sea. Rolf Klatt / Bundeswehr

BRUSSELS — NATO has not detected “malign damage” to critical infrastructure in the Baltic
Sea since it launched its Baltic Sentry operation in January, the head of public
communications at NATO Maritime Command told The Moscow Times.

“[Baltic Sentry] definitely is a deterrent. We also know that these shippers, these illegal
shippers, are aware that they're being watched very closely, and we believe that in itself is a
deterrent,” Commander Arlo Abrahamson said.

Speaking to The Moscow Times on the sidelines of the NATO defense ministers’ meeting at
the alliance’s headquarters, Abrahamson cautioned against interpreting the news as a sign
that the Baltic Sea had been fully secured.
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“At the same time, we're very keen to understand that the threat is not eliminated. There's
possibilities for illegal shippers or others to cause accidents and carry out malign activities,
which is why Baltic Sentry continues,” he said.

Baltic Sentry was launched following several incidents in late 2024 in which subsea cables
between Estonia and Finland were damaged or cut by ships dropping or dragging their
anchors.

Apart from Russia’s Kaliningrad exclave and the eastern end of the Gulf of Finland, the Baltic
Sea is entirely surrounded by NATO members, including some of the most enthusiastic
backers of Ukraine and the alliance’s hardening defense posture.

Related article: ‘It’s Our Backyard’: On Board a Lithuanian Patrol for Russian Hybrid Threats
in the Baltic

NATO member states have accused Russia of carrying out hybrid warfare in the region.

Russia has denied targeting subsea cables in the region. Experts warn that Russia’s use of its
shadow fleet of vessels that are not registered in Russia creates ambiguity about whether the
damage was accidental or intentional.

Attacking undersea infrastructure can disrupt countries’ electricity, internet,
telecommunications and even gas supplies.

One cable between Lithuania and Sweden that was cut in November 2023 provided about a
third of Lithuania’s internet capacity.

A Finnish court this month dismissed a sabotage case against three crew members of the
Eagle S, a Cook Islands-flagged oil tanker that dragged its anchor along the seabed for around
90 kilometers on Dec. 25, 2024. The incident damaged the EstLink 2 power cable and four
telecommunications cables connecting Finland and Estonia at a cost of around $70 million.

Whether Russia was responsible was not discussed during the trial.

Baltic Sentry identifies suspicious behavior by monitoring how ships and aircraft deviate from
their planned routes.

Abraham said he did not have the data to show whether levels of this activity had decreased
since January and that levels fluctuate across any given week or month.
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