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The Kremlin on Tuesday endorsed former German Chancellor Angela Merkel’s recent claim
that Poland and the Baltic states had thwarted efforts to hold EU-Russia talks before the full-
scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022.

“On many foreign policy issues, the EU and Brussels are obviously held hostage by the Baltic
states and Warsaw’s rabid policies,” Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told reporters. “One
can imagine that Mrs. Merkel is indeed right in this regard.”

In an interview published by the Hungarian news outlet Partizán last Friday, Merkel said that
Poland and the three Baltic states had scuttled a proposal she and French President
Emmanuel Macron made in June 2021 to resume dialogue with Russian President Vladimir
Putin — an initiative she suggested might have helped prevent the war.

https://t.me/youlistenedmayak/39286
https://youtu.be/wjSHkSPUxRc?t=618


“They feared we wouldn’t be able to develop a common policy toward Russia,” Merkel told
Partizán, adding that a lack of unity within the European Union ultimately led to the proposal
being shelved.

Related article: More Taxes for More War: Unpacking Russia’s 2026 Budget

Merkel left office after four terms in December 2021, two months before Putin ordered the
full-scale invasion of Ukraine.

Her comments to Partizán sparked sharp condemnation across Eastern Europe.

Former Latvian Prime Minister Krišjānis Kariņš accused Merkel of misjudging Russia “then
and now,” while Estonian Foreign Minister Margus Tsahkna insisted that “Russia alone is to
blame” for the conflict.

In Poland, former Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki called Merkel “an open lobbyist for
Putin” and “one of the most harmful German politicians of this century,” accusing her of
enabling Europe’s dependence on Russian energy and emboldening the Kremlin.

Other Polish officials said Merkel’s remarks risked reinforcing Russian propaganda about the
causes of the war.

The Kremlin has long accused Western leaders of failing to pressure Ukraine into fulfilling the
terms of ceasefire agreements following the 2014 armed conflict against Russian-backed
rebels. Moscow has used that argument in part to justify its 2022 invasion of Ukraine.
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