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Ukraine and Russia Point Fingers After
Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant
Offline for Days

September 27,2025

The Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant. IAEA Imagebank (CC BY 2.0)

The Russian-occupied Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant has been off the grid for four days,
with both Ukraine and Russia accusing each other of attacking supply lines.

Though blackouts at Europe’s largest nuclear facility are common due to its proximity to the
front line, this is the longest outage so far. Experts warn it increases the risk of an accident.

“As a result of Russian actions, the Zaporizhzhia NPP has been without power for the fourth
day,” Ukrainian Foreign Minister Andriy Sybiga said on X.

Russia said the facility has been running on backup power since Tuesday, when it claimed
Ukraine struck the grid.
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“Since Sept. 23, 2025, the power supply for the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant has been
provided by backup diesel generators,” the Moscow-installed operator said on Telegram.

It added that there were “sufficient” reserves of diesel to operate “for an extended period,”
without specifying how long.

“Emergency diesel generators are considered a last line of defense to be used only in extreme
circumstances,” Greenpeace Ukraine said in a statement.

The NGO warned Moscow could use the crisis “to try and reconnect [the plant] to the
temporary Russian-occupied grid of Ukraine” to restart one of the reactors.

Related article: Our Research Shows Russia Wants to Restart This Warzone Nuclear Power
Plant

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director General Rafael Grossi visited Moscow
this week for talks with President Vladimir Putin and Rosatom, Russia’s state nuclear
corporation, about safety at Zaporizhzhia.

The plant’s six reactors, which before the war supplied about one-fifth of Ukraine’s
electricity, have been shut down since Russian forces seized the site in the first weeks of the
invasion in 2022.

But the facility still needs power to keep its cooling and safety systems running to prevent a
reactor meltdown — a process that could trigger a nuclear disaster.

Since the start of the war, Zaporizhzhia has faced repeated threats to its safety, including
nearby shelling, multiple power cuts, and staff shortages.

Located near the city of Enerhodar along the Dnieper River, the plant remains close to the
front line. Moscow and Kyiv continue to accuse each other of risking catastrophe by attacking
the site.
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