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The victory ceremony for the Intervision 2025 International Song Contest. Sergei Fadeichev / TASS

It was a night designed to showcase the Kremlin’s vision of cultural independence from the
West and show Russian viewers that efforts to isolate their nation over the invasion of
Ukraine had failed.

But the Intervision Song Contest — Russia’s revival of a Soviet-era contest in response to
being kicked out of Eurovision — could not escape the shadow of the much more famous
European competition it sought to distinguish itself from.

Bringing 22 musical acts from BRICS, CIS, Latin American and Middle Eastern countries to the
stage at Live Arena outside Moscow, Intervision was marked by awkward moments, forced
solidarity and performances that often fell flat.

The broadcast on state-run Channel One opened with a performance from Russia’s only
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Eurovision winner Dima Bilan and its 2015 contestant Polina Gagarina.

What followed was four bizarre hours of Russia’s attempt to recreate Eurovision — at times
looking like nearly an exact copy — interspersed with moments of performative international
solidarity.

Speaking a mix of Russian, English and Chinese, the hosts hailed a “historic” night in which
all contestants were united by the language of music.

But while the hosts preached unity and respect and lavished praise on each of the acts,
technical hiccups and gaffes peppered the event.

Two of the hosts mispronounced “Kazakhstan” and “Kyrgyzstan,” technical difficulties
delayed the jury vote and someone wandered into the Saudi judge’s shot while he was
supposed to be showing his votes.

And although the hosts noted that there were billions of potential viewers, the program’s
official YouTube broadcast had garnered just 103,000 views at the time of publication.

While Intervision billed itself as a “de-politicized” celebration of music, President Vladimir
Putin himself appeared in a pre-recorded video address.

Standing in a windowless conference room in front of two Russian flags, he hailed
international friendship, traditional values, cultural diversity and the right of every nation to
“develop freely” and “preserve their identities.”

“We value our traditions and respect the traditions of others. Specifically, respect for
traditional values and for cultural diversity,” he said, omitting any reference to his war on
Ukraine.

Minutes later, the cameras in the arena cut to Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, who told the
show’s hosts that the idea for the contest was “beautiful,” and that it was important for the
contest to invite “BRICS countries and their partners.”

After an energetic performance, Russia’s representative, the pro-war pop star Shaman, asked
the jury not to consider his performance for the contest’s top prize.

“I’m representing Russia, and Russia has already won. We won because everyone is here as
our guest,” he said from the stage.

There was a clear attempt to play on the Russian audience’s sense of patriotism, from
eventual winner Duc Phuc saying that the GUM department store had the “best ice cream in
the world” to Qatar’s Dana Al Meer being presented with a traditional Russian balalaika.

After Kyrgyzstan’s NOMAD Trio left the stage, the broadcast cut to an interview with Uzbek
artist Shokhrukh Ganiev and his mother. Ganiev told the hosts that while it was his first time
in Moscow, his mother was last there in 1979. He continued that he was excited for his mother
to see Red Square again and that he had “fallen in love” with it.

Following Chinese artist Wang Xi’s performance, one of the hosts noted how “cool” it was



that Russians could now go to his concerts without a visa, referencing a new agreement
between Russia and China.

In perhaps the most political moment of the evening, the organizers announced that the U.S.
contestant, the Australian-born singer Vassy, had had to withdraw at the last minute due to
what they claimed was “unprecedented political pressure from the Australian government.”

As the competition drew to a close, one of the hosts called Intervision “a new trend in the
world of music” before announcing that next year’s show would take place in Saudi Arabia.

After Duc Phuc of Vietnam was pronounced the winner, all 22 acts performed a joint number
seemingly titled “A Million Voices.” While the ballad was overly saccharine and reminiscent
of “We Are the World,” it was undoubtedly the most authentic-feeling moment of the
evening.

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/09/21/russias-answer-to-eurovision-hits-a-flat-note-a90570


https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/09/02/china-to-allow-visa-free-travel-for-russians-in-one-year-trial-a90402
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s3wNuru4U0I

