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Russia Files ICJ Appeal Over MH17
Plane Crash Ruling
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September 20, 2025

Investigators examining the wreckage of Malaysia Airlines flight MH17 after it was downed over eastern
Ukraine in July 2014. Mikhail Pochuyev / TASS

Russia has filed an appeal with the International Court of Justice over a decision deeming
Moscow responsible for the downing of a Malaysian jetliner over Ukraine in 2014, killing 298
people, the court said Friday.

Australia and the Netherlands, the countries with the most fatalities in the disaster, had
launched the case, calling for Russia to assume responsibility for the downing and pay
damages.

On July 17, 2014, the Malaysia Airlines Boeing 777 en route from Amsterdam to Kuala Lumpur
was hit by a Russian-made BUK missile over eastern Ukraine's Donetsk region, where pro-
Russian separatist rebels were battling Ukrainian forces.
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Related article: UN Aviation Bodv Rules Russia Downed Malaysian Airliner

The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), the UN's aviation agency, ruled in May
that Australia and the Netherlands' case was "well founded in fact and in law."

The ICJ said that in its filing on Thursday, Russia claimed the agency had "erred in fact and in
law" with regards to the 1944 Chicago Convention on international aviation.

"The Convention does not apply to situations of armed conflict," Moscow said in its
application, adding that investigators had disregarded '"the evidence supplied by the Russian
Federation."

In 2022, a Dutch court sentenced three men to life in prison over the downing, among them
two Russians, but Russia has refused to extradite them.
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