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Estonia will not reopen its main border crossing with Russia to vehicles until the war in
Ukraine is over, the Baltic country’s border authorities said Friday.

The Narva-Ivangorod crossing, the busiest along the 294-kilometer (183 miles) border, has
been closed to road traffic since February 2024 for construction, though pedestrians have still
been allowed through. Work on the checkpoint is expected to be completed next year.

But after reports suggested the bridge could reopen to cars sooner, Veiko Kommusaar, deputy
chief of Estonia’s Police and Border Guard Board, said the move would depend on whether
Russia continued to wage its war against Ukraine.

Estonian broadcaster ERR described his remarks as the first official confirmation that the
reopening is tied to the political and security situation in the region.
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The Narva bridge is now one of only three functioning checkpoints between the two countries.

Last month, Estonian border guards installed new metal gates and barriers at the Narva
crossing. Gates and roadblocks were later placed at all three border crossings.
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