
Transneft Warns Ukrainian Drone
Attacks May Force Oil Production Cuts –
Reuters
September 17, 2025

The Kozmino oil loading port in the Primorye region. Yuri Smithyuk / TASS

Russia’s oil pipeline monopoly Trasneft warned producers that it may be forced to reduce
output amid continued Ukrainian drone attacks on seaport and refinery infrastructure,
Reuters reported on Tuesday, citing industry sources familiar with the matter.

Ukraine has ramped up its attacks on Russia’s oil infrastructure in recent months, targeting a
key source of revenue for the Kremlin’s war effort.

According to sources cited by Reuters, Ukrainian drones have hit at least 10 refineries since
the beginning of August, which led to a reduction in refining capacity by nearly 20% at one
point.

Last week, drones struck Primorsk, Russia’s largest oil port northwest of St. Petersburg,
temporarily halting operations.

https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/russia-close-cutting-oil-output-due-drone-attacks-sources-say-2025-09-16/


In response to the ongoing attacks, Transneft has limited producers’ ability to store oil in its
pipeline system and warned that further damage could force the company to accept less oil
from producers, two industry sources told Reuters.

Transneft called the report “fake” and part of the West’s “information war” against
Russia, which accounts for 9% of global oil production. Russian authorities have not publicly
commented on the extent of damage to oil infrastructure.

Related article: Kamchatka Peninsula Braces for 5-Day Internet Shutdown Amid Undersea
Cable Work

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has described the attacks as “the sanctions that
work the fastest,” noting the significant damage inflicted.

The strikes have contributed to soaring domestic fuel prices, with the cost of wholesale
gasoline jumping more than 50% since January.

In response, the Russian government imposed a temporary ban on gasoline exports for
August and September and is now reportedly considering an extension through October.
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