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Governors from at least four regions in Russia’s Far East announced plans on Thursday to
limit alcohol sales and tighten measures against alcohol abuse, joining a growing number of
regions where authorities are undertaking restrictive steps to curb the consumption of
alcohol.

The proposals, discussed during the Eastern Economic Forum in Vladivostok, include
increasing the minimum distance between liquor stores and residential buildings, reducing
the number of stores and cracking down on illegal sales in venues operating out of
apartments.

Aysen Nikolayev, head of the vast republic of Sakha (Yakutia), lamented the lax enforcement
of existing rules, calling it Russia’s “biggest problem.”

“We pass wonderful laws, but unfortunately, their enforcement always leaves much to be
desired,” Nikolayev told the RBC business news outlet. “Our main task now is to consistently

https://www.rbc.ru/politics/04/09/2025/68b7f1e69a7947315d9c02f8?from=from_main_17


destroy all illegal cafes or supposedly round-the-clock catering outlets that sell alcohol in
residential buildings.” 

Related article: Vologda Governor Escalates Fight With Liquor Store Giant Krasnoe & Beloe

The governors of the Amur and Magadan regions both emphasized the need to remove alcohol
from “within walking distance” of homes. Amur region Governor Vasily Orlov said officials in
his administration were closely following the success of policies in other regions where
authorities have introduced limits on how close liquor stores can be located to residential
neighborhoods and public buildings, such as schools and hospitals.

In the far-flung Kamchatka region, known for its rugged wilderness and volcanoes, Governor
Vladimir Solodov said his administration planned to ban the sale of alcohol at establishments
that have been set up in converted residential spaces.

Their moves follow a more aggressive campaign against alcohol consumption that is already
underway in regions like northwestern Russia’s Vologda and the city of St. Petersburg. 

In Vologda, authorities have restricted weekday alcohol sales to just two hours a day. Its
governor, who says he is fighting what he calls “alcohol terrorism,” claimed that more than
half of the region’s 610 liquor stores have been forced to shut down since January.

Meanwhile, St. Petersburg and the surrounding Leningrad region implemented new bans
starting Sept. 1, prohibiting alcohol sales in dining venues and stores located in apartment
buildings between 10 p.m. and 11 a.m. 

While federal law already bans sales from 11 p.m. to 8 a.m., Russian regions are allowed to
enact even stricter rules.
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