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Russia Sees Milder Wildfire Season So
Far in 2025, but Experts Warn Against
Complacency
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A forest fire in Far East Russia. AP / TASS

Russia’s wildfire season has been less intense this year, with blazes so far burning
significantly less land than in 2024, though experts warn that the apparent improvement
could foster dangerous complacency about the country’s long-term preparedness.

From January through August, authorities registered more than 6,500 fires across 4.5 million
hectares (11.3 million acres), or nearly one-third less than during the same period last year.

That figure is also within the Russian government’s target of 4.68 million hectares of burned
forest for all of 2025, according to the environmental news website Kedr.

Experts told Kedr that the decline in wildfire damage this year was due to a combination of
factors, including heavier rainfall, an unusually cool summer in Siberia and a drop in the
traditional springtime burning of dry grass.


https://aviales.ru/files/documents/2024/fds_svedenya/%D1%81%D0%B2%D0%B5%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F%2520%D0%BE%2520%D0%BB%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BE%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%B6%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B9%2520%D0%BE%D0%B1%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BA%D0%B5%2520%D0%BD%D0%B0%2520%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%80%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%B8%2520%D1%81%D1%83%D0%B1%D1%8A%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%82%D0%BE%D0%B2%2520%D1%80%D1%84%2520%D0%BD%D0%B0%252001092025.pdf
http://government.ru/docs/all/142590/

“The authorities will most likely mistakenly perceive the relatively calm wildfire season as
their victory, and as evidence that the wildfire protection system is finally working well,” an
anonymous forestry specialist was quoted as saying by the news website.

Related article: In Photos: Russian Students Begin New School Year Marked by Big Changes in
Education Policy

“But in reality, the situation is getting worse: the climate is changing, and the mess in
forestry is growing. Skilled workers are leaving, equipment and machinery are wearing out
and people are increasingly forced to engage in administrative nonsense,” the specialist
added.

Grigory Kuksin, a longtime forestry expert at the Landscape Fire Prevention Center, told Kedr
that Russia’s wildfire season has in recent years stretched further into the fall as hotter, drier
weather lingers.

“The forecast for the end of the season is still alarming. The end of the season is still far
away,” Kuksin was quoted as saying. “And in winter, we’ll have to deal with ‘zombie fires,’
smoldering peat that survives underground through the cold season, even in northern
regions.”

Russia recorded its worst wildfire season in 2021, when nearly 19 million hectares were
destroyed overall.
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