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Russia’s Top Prosecutor Applies for
Supreme Court Chief Justice Post

August 25, 2025

Prosecutor General Igor Krasnov. Moskva News Agency

Russia’s Prosecutor General Igor Krasnov has applied to become chief justice of the country’s
Supreme Court, a position vacant since the death of the previous chief justice more than a
month ago, Russian media reported on Monday.

The Russian Supreme Court’s top post opened late last month after Chief Justice Irina
Podnosova died of cancer at age 71. Deputy Chief Justice Yuri Ivanenko has been serving as
acting chief justice since then.

Monday marked the application deadline for the position of chief justice, according to the
high qualification board of judges. A qualifying exam, scheduled for last Thursday, was
reportedly postponed due to a lack of candidates, according to the newspaper Vedomosti.

Vedomosti previously cited five anonymous sources as saying that Alexander Bastrykin, head
of Russia’s Investigative Committee, was “the most obvious” choice for the role of chief
justice. It is unclear whether Bastrykin applied for the position before the deadline.


https://tass.ru/obschestvo/24867119
https://www.interfax.ru/russia/1038535
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/07/22/chief-justice-of-russias-supreme-court-dies-at-72-a89908
https://www.vedomosti.ru/society/news/2025/08/21/1133352-ekzamen-na-dolzhnost
https://www.vedomosti.ru/society/articles/2025/08/20/1132828-istochniki-vedomostei-bastrikin-odin-iz-kandidatov-na-dolzhnost-glavi-verhovnogo-suda

Krasnov, 49, has led the Prosecutor General’s Office since January 2020. Last Friday,
President Vladimir Putin awarded him the title of Honored Lawyer of Russia.

He previously served as Bastrykin’s deputy at the Investigative Committee starting in 2016.
Krasnov served as chief investigator in the probe into the 2015 murder of opposition activist
Boris Nemtsov, and more recently, he has overseen Russia’s growing nationalization of
private assets.

Candidates for Russia’s Supreme Court chief justice are nominated by the president and
confirmed by the upper-house Federation Council for six-year terms. Podnosova’s
predecessor, Vyacheslav Lebedev, led the Supreme Court from 1989 until his death in
February 2024.

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/08/25/russias-top-prosecutor-applies-for-supreme-court-chief
-justice-post-a90345


http://publication.pravo.gov.ru/document/0001202508220017
https://www.interfax.ru/russia/427208
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/07/09/kremlin-has-nationalized-50bln-in-assets-since-ukraine-invasion-report-a89749

