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Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said Tuesday that President Vladimir Putin was open
to meeting Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelensky, but stressed that preparations for high-
level summits take time, even as European leaders indicated the talks are expected to take
place within the next two weeks.

“We’re not refusing any kind of work format, neither bilateral nor trilateral. The president
[Putin] has said that repeatedly,” Lavrov told state broadcaster Rossia 24 after U.S. President
Donald Trump announced the day before that preparations were underway for a meeting
between Zelensky and Putin. Trump said a trilateral session, including himself, would take
place later.

The Kremlin has yet to confirm whether planning has begun for that kind of summit, issuing
only a vague statement that it was “considering the possibility” of holding high-level “direct
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talks” with Ukraine following a phone call between Trump and Putin on Monday.

That conversation came after Trump ended an upbeat multilateral meeting with European
leaders and Zelensky at the White House, during which the American president hinted that
Ukraine could receive security guarantees as part of a potential peace deal with Russia.

Zelensky said on Monday that he is ready to meet with Putin.

Related article: Trump Says Plans Underway for Putin-Zelensky Meeting Following White
House Talks

Moscow has previously rejected direct talks with Zelensky, citing a 2022 decree that formally
bans negotiations with Putin. An anonymous senior Ukrainian official told Politico Europe
earlier this year that the decree aimed to “block Ukrainian politicians from freelancing talks
with Russia,” but it does not prevent Zelensky personally from speaking with Putin.

“Any contacts involving top leaders must be prepared with the utmost care,” Lavrov said in
the state media interview on Tuesday, even after Russia and the United States held a rapidly
organized summit between Putin and Trump in Alaska late last week.

At the White House on Monday, German Chancellor Friedrich Merz said that a Zelensky-Putin
meeting was expected to take place by the end of August.

Lavrov also criticized Ukraine’s language policies, which he claimed violate the rights of
Russian-speaking Ukrainians, as well as condemned Kyiv’s European allies for overlooking
the alleged rights abuses in the country.

At the same time, the Russian foreign minister praised Trump and his team for aligning closer
with Putin’s insistence on addressing the “root causes” of Russia’s invasion, referring to
Friday’s Alaska summit, where he described the atmosphere as “very good.”

Lavrov has previously described NATO’s eastward expansion after the collapse of the Soviet
Union and Ukraine’s allegedly “anti-Russian” policies as the “root causes” of the war. He
said any peace deal must take into consideration Russia’s national security.

“Without respect for Russia's security interests, without full respect for the rights of Russians
and Russian-speaking people who live in Ukraine, there can be no talk of any long-term
agreements,” he said.

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/08/19/fm-lavrov-signals-putin-open-to-zelensky-meeting-but-s
ays-planning-will-take-time-a90278

https://www.france24.com/en/video/20250819-zelensky-says-ready-for-bilateral-meeting-with-putin-to-end-war
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/06/26/trump-says-plans-underway-for-putin-zelensky-meeting-following-white-house-talks
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/06/26/trump-says-plans-underway-for-putin-zelensky-meeting-following-white-house-talks
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/03/05/kremlin-welcomes-possible-ukraine-peace-talks-but-says-nuances-remain-a88255
https://www.politico.eu/article/russia-respond-ukraine-ceasefire-drone-attack/
https://www.dw.com/en/putin-zelenskyy-to-meet-within-two-weeks-germanys-merz/a-73686476
https://smotrim.ru/video/3010650
https://smotrim.ru/video/3010650
https://mid.ru/ru/foreign_policy/news/1989213/?lang=en

