
Trump Backing Putin's Ukraine Land Plan
– AFP Source, Reports
By AFP

August 16, 2025

Photo by Drew Angerer / AFP

U.S. President Donald Trump backs a Russian proposal for Moscow to take full control of two
Ukrainian regions and freeze the front line in two others which Moscow only partially
controls, a source told AFP.

The source with knowledge of the matter said Russian President Vladimir Putin "de facto
demands that Ukraine leave Donbas," an area consisting of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions
in eastern Ukraine.

"Trump is inclined to support it," the source said.

Trump on Saturday spoke to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky and European leaders
about his talks Friday with Russian President Vladimir Putin.

"The Ukrainian president refused to leave Donbas," the source said.

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/author/afp-2


Zelensky has rejected any territorial concessions, saying he is bound by Ukraine's
constitution. But he has not ruled out discussing the issue at a trilateral meeting with Trump
and Putin.

Related article: In a High-Stakes Summit, Trump Hands Putin a Victory Without a Fight

The New York Times also cited two senior European officials saying Trump supported Putin's
plan "to end the war in Ukraine by ceding unconquered territory to the Russian invaders,
rather than try for a ceasefire."

The Financial Times reported that Putin had told Trump that "he could freeze the rest of the
front line if his core demands were met" and the message had been relayed directly by Trump
in his call on Saturday.

AFP's source said U.S. officials had said that if Russia's demands were met then "Putin would
not continue the offensive in the Kherson and Zaporizhzhia regions so there would be a kind
of freeze there.

"But de facto it all will depend on Putin's word of honor," the source said.

Several months into its invasion of Ukraine, Russia in September 2022 claimed to have
annexed all four Ukrainian regions even though its troops still do not fully control any of
them.

Russian forces now occupy almost all of the Luhansk region and most of the Donetsk region,
including their regional capitals.

That is not the case for Zaporizhzhia and Kherson, where the main hubs are still under
Ukrainian control.

Russia previously annexed the Crimean peninsula from Ukraine in 2014.
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