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Estonian authorities said Wednesday that they declared a Russian diplomat persona non grata
over alleged activities undermining the Baltic country’s constitutional order and violating
sanctions.

“The Russian embassy’s ongoing interference in the internal affairs of the Republic of Estonia
must end,” Foreign Minister Margus Tsahkna said in a statement, without revealing the
Russian diplomat’s name. 

Estonia’s Foreign Ministry accused the diplomat of “directly and actively undermining” the
country’s constitutional order and legal system, as well as assisting in sanctions violations
and fueling social division.

Public broadcaster ERR identified the expelled Russian official as Dmitry Prilepin, who serves
as first secretary of the Russian Embassy in Tallinn. 
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Russia’s Foreign Ministry said later on Wednesday that it has “almost grown accustomed to
unfriendly actions from Estonia” and vowed to take retaliatory steps.

Related article: Estonia Jails Ex-Russian State Media Journalist 6 Years for Treason

In his statement, Tsahkna also said at least one Estonian citizen was convicted of criminal
charges in connection with the allegations against the Russian embassy employee.

While he did not provide further details, it comes after an Estonian court in June
sentenced Svetlana Burtseva, a naturalized Estonian journalist with past ties to Russian state
media, to six years in prison on charges of treason.

Burtseva, who obtained Estonian citizenship in 1994, was accused of collaborating with a
reserve officer from Russia’s Federal Security Service (FSB). It was not immediately possible
to establish any links between that conviction and the latest diplomatic expulsion.

Estonia’s relations with Russia have hit an all-time low since the 2022 invasion of
Ukraine. Estonia and Russia downgraded their diplomatic relations and ordered their
ambassadors to leave their respective embassies in 2023.
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