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A judge has sentenced Zarema Musaeva, the jailed mother of outspoken critics of Chechen
leader Ramzan Kadyrov, to an additional three years and 11 months in prison for allegedly
assaulting a prison guard, the rights group Crew Against Torture said Wednesday.

Musaeva, 56, suffers from diabetes and was approaching the end of a nearly five-year prison
sentence for fraud and assaulting a police officer. She was violently detained in the city of
Nizhny Novgorod and forcibly taken to the republic of Chechnya in January 2022.

The new sentence, handed down by the Shali City Court in Chechnya, found her guilty of
“disrupting the operations of a penal colony,” a charge brought in November 2024. Musaeva
denies the accusation and plans to appeal the sentence.

“It’s obvious to any sane person who has ever heard of Zarema’s story that she’s innocent,”
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her lawyer Sergei Babinets said.

Musaeva is the mother of human rights lawyer Abubakar Yangulbaev and bloggers Ibragim
and Baysangur Yangulbaev, all vocal critics of Kadyrov, who has ruled Chechnya with broad
autonomy since 2007.

The European Court of Human Rights had earlier ordered Russia to pay damages to Musaeva
and her family over her “arbitrary” arrest, which was widely seen as retribution for the
political activism of her three sons.

On Tuesday, Musaeva said she feared for her life if returned to the same penal colony where
the alleged assault occurred. It was not immediately clear where she would serve the new
sentence.
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