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Moscow Court Orders Pre-Trial
Detention of Economics Professor
Accused of Treason

August 06, 2025

Vadim Saltykovsky. rea.ru

A Moscow court on Wednesday ordered a prominent economics professor and former Kremlin
adviser to be held in pre-trial detention for two months following his earlier arrest on charges
of treason.

Vadim Saltykovsky, 60, was arrested by police last week, joining a growing list of academics,
scientists and former officials charged with treason or espionage since Russia’s full-scale
invasion of Ukraine in 2022.

Moscow’s Lefortovo District Court ruled for Saltykovsky to be held in pre-trial detention until
Sept. 29. Details of the charges have not been made public, and treason cases in Russia are
typically held behind closed doors.

Treason carries a maximum sentence of life in prison for men.


https://mos-gorsud.ru/rs/lefortovskij/news/lefortovskim-rajonnym-sudom-goroda-moskvy-udovletvoreno-hodatajstvo-sledovatelya-ob-izbranii-mery-presecheniya-v-vide-zaklyucheniya-pod-strazhu-v-otnoshenii-saltykovskogo-va

Related article: St. Petersburg Court Rules to Release Anti-War Activist Pending ‘War Fakes’
Trial

Investigative media outlets, citing leaked documents, reported that Saltykovsky had served as
chief Kremlin adviser on relations with post-Soviet states in the early 2000s.

Before his arrest, he served as deputy director of the State University of Management. He was
also a professor at the Plekhanov Russian University of Economics, but his profile has since
been removed from the university’s website.

Outside of academia, Saltykovsky held the post of deputy chairman of the Chamber of
Commerce and Industry’s committee on economic cooperation with Asia and Oceania. In that
role, he participated in a March 2025 meeting in Pyongyang between the Kursk Chamber of
Commerce and North Korean officials.

According to the BBC’s Russian service, Saltykovsky has published academic work on China
and previously worked as a political consultant at the Nikkolo M agency, advising the Kremlin
on foreign election processes and political lobbying.
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