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Steve Witkoff met with Vladimir Putin earlier in 2025. Kristina Kormilitsyna / TASS

U.S. President Donald Trump said on Sunday that his special envoy Steve Witkoff could visit
Russia in the coming days, ahead of the Aug. 8 deadline he set for Moscow to end its war on
Ukraine or face new sanctions.

“He may be going. I think next week, Wednesday or Thursday. He may be going to Russia,”
Trump told reporters. “They [in Russia] would like to see him. They've asked that he meet.”

He did not specify whether Witkoff, who has traveled to Russia several times since Trump
took office in January, would meet with President Vladimir Putin.

When asked what Witkoff’s message would be to Moscow, and if there was anything Russia
could do to avoid new sanctions, Trump replied: “Yeah, get a deal where people stop getting
killed.”

The Kremlin on Monday neither confirmed nor denied that a visit by the U.S. envoy would take



place this week, saying only that it was “always glad to see Mr. Witkoff in Moscow.”

Related article: Putin Praises Troop Advances, Says Russia Ramping Up Missile Output Despite
Trump’s Peace Demand

Trump also told reporters on Sunday that two nuclear submarines he deployed in response to
online comments by Russian Security Council Deputy Chairman Dmitry Medvedev were now
“in the region.”

He did not say whether he meant nuclear-powered or nuclear-armed submarines. He also did
not elaborate on the exact deployment locations of the submarines.

Last week, Trump accused Putin of holding “nice and respectful conversations” while
continuing to “launch rockets” at Ukrainian cities. He said he would shorten his previous 50-
day deadline for ending the war to just 10 days, warning of new sanctions and possible
secondary tariffs.

The Kremlin has brushed off those threats so far. And on Friday, Putin said Russian forces
were making advances along the front line and announced increased missile production, a
potential signal that he does not plan to back down in the war.

Trump’s recent comments mark a significant shift in tone from earlier this year, when he
repeatedly expressed confidence in Putin’s willingness to negotiate peace and clashed with
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky.

But after months of sluggish ceasefire talks between Russia and Ukraine, which have yielded
only routine prisoner exchanges, frustration is mounting within the Trump administration.

AFP contributed reporting.
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