%, Moscow Times

30 YEARS INDEPENDENT NEWS FROM RUSSIA

Russia Limits Access to Key Economic
and Demographic Data Amid Downturn
Concerns
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The container terminal at the Commercial Sea Port in the Pacific city of Vladivostok. AP / TASS

Russian authorities are increasingly restricting access to core government statistics,
including economic, demographic and crime data, as concerns grow over a potential
economic slowdown, analysts at the state-owned Promsvyazbank (PSB) said in a new report.

The escalation follows Russian President Vladimir Putin's call to avoid a recession, a move
that analysts at PSB note has resulted in the state statistics service Rosstat withholding
several key macroeconomic figures for June and the first half of 2025.

Among the missing data were inflation-adjusted retail and wholesale trade figures. Rosstat
reported a nominal 12.2% year-on-year rise in retail turnover for June but omitted the real,
inflation-adjusted number. PSB analysts estimate real growth may be closer to 2-3%.

Wholesale trade data raised further concerns. Although Rosstat cited a nominal 0.4%
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increase, PSB said real turnover likely dropped by as much as 10%, continuing a months-long
decline.

Related article: Rosstat Stops Publishing Monthly Population Data Amid War Deaths,
Demographic Crisis

Real GDP figures for June typically published by the Economic Development Ministry were
also absent.

The data blackout is the latest in a broader trend that began after Russia launched its full-
scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022.

Customs data and information about the Central Bank’s gold and foreign currency reserves
have been made confidential, and large corporations are no longer required to disclose
financial results or senior management details.

In 2023, the government classified oil and gas production figures, and by 2024, following a
series of drone strikes blamed on Ukraine, Rosstat stopped publishing data on the production
of gasoline and diesel fuel.

Demographic data has been particularly affected. After the invasion, Rosstat stopped
publishing age- and region-specific mortality statistics.

By 2024, it had also withheld data on causes of death, which could serve as indirect measures
of military casualties.

In 2025, as the birth rate fell to historic lows, the agency suspended all monthly data on
births, deaths, marriages and divorces, as well as regional population figures.

The Interior Ministry has also restricted crime-related mortality data amid a reported spike in
serious offenses linked to the return of ex-convicts from the front lines. The current level of
violent crime reportedly stands at its highest in 15 years.
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