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The Voronezh region has declared a state of emergency in two districts after violent storms
earlier this month destroyed large swaths of crops in one of Russia’s most important grain-
producing areas.

The emergency decree signed by Governor Alexander Gusev on July 25 and published Tuesday
affects the Verkhnekhavsky and Novousmansky districts, which were hit by a powerful
hurricane and hailstorm between July 13 and 14.

Voronezh ranks among the country’s top five grain producers and is a major supplier of sugar
beets.

Regional agricultural authorities have been ordered to complete damage assessments by Aug.
1.

http://publication.pravo.gov.ru/document/3600202507290001


Voronezh had previously been under a regionwide state of emergency from late May until last
week due to a series of unseasonal frosts that wiped out nearly half of the region’s planned
fruit and berry harvest.

Related article: Severe Drought Threatens 25% of Crops in Russia’s Agricultural Heartland

The neighboring Krasnodar and Rostov regions have also declared emergency situations
across nine and 19 districts respectively in recent weeks, as the country’s key farming areas
grapple with a season marked by extreme weather events.

Together, Voronezh, Krasnodar and Rostov account for nearly 20% of Russia’s total grain
output.

The People’s Farmer association, a Russian agribusiness group, warned that the affected
regions could see crop losses of up to 25% for wheat, corn and sunflower in the 2025 harvest.

The outlook is especially grim in Rostov, Russia’s largest grain-producing region.

After last year’s harvest fell 29% short of projections due to frost — yielding just 11.4 million
tons instead of the planned 16 million — officials now expect a further 20% decline in 2025,
likely marking the region’s smallest grain harvest in a decade.

Analysts at the Institute for Agricultural Market Studies (IKAR) project that Rostov, along
with Krasnodar and Stavropol, will produce their smallest combined grain crop in five years.

Despite mounting regional losses, Russia’s Agriculture Ministry has so far stood by its
national forecast of 135 million tons, up slightly from last year’s 129.8 million, citing strong
performance in the Central, Volga and North Caucasus regions.

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/07/29/voronezh-declares-emergency-in-key-farming-districts-
after-storms-devastate-crops-a90017

https://www.interfax.ru/russia/1026072
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/01/09/severe-drought-threatens-25-of-crops-in-russias-agricultural-heartland
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/07/28/severe-drought-threatens-25-of-crops-in-russias-agricultural-heartland-a89979
https://www.moscowtimes.ru/2025/07/18/krupneishim-zernovim-regionam-rossii-grozit-obval-urozhaya-dominimuma-za5-let-a169221

