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State Duma Lawmaker Casts 11 Votes
Despite Being Dead
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State Duma lawmaker Mikhail Tarasenko. Sergei Fadeichev / TASS

State Duma lawmaker Mikhail Tarasenko voted 11 times during a parliamentary session on
Tuesday, shortly before the speaker of the lower house announced that he had died.

Tarasenko, a member of the ruling United Russia party, was “very sick,” according to State
Duma Speaker Vyacheslav Volodin, who disclosed his death during the same session in which
Tarasenko’s votes were recorded.

According to the BBC’s Russian service, Tarasenko did not vote on a controversial bill
targeting “extremist” content online. However, he was shown as voting in favor of other
legislation, including a bill to withdraw Russia from the Ramsar Convention on wetlands and
another allowing widows of soldiers killed in Ukraine to use their late husbands’ cars before
formally inheriting their savings.

BBC Russia noted this is not the first time a lawmaker has seemingly voted while
incapacitated or deceased.


https://t.me/bbcrussian/83305
http://vote.duma.gov.ru/?convocation=AAAAAAA8&deputy=99111061&sort=date_desc

In a similar case last year, a lawmaker who was reportedly too ill to attend a State Duma
session still had his vote registered. According to parliamentary rules, proxy voting is allowed
if a lawmaker provides a valid reason and gives his or her voting card to colleagues.

Related article: Belarusians Living in Russia Granted Right to Vote and Run in Local Elections

Journalists at BBC Russia suggested a similar proxy voting incident may have occurred with
Tarasenko, pointing to the close timing between the votes and the announcement of his
death.

Lawmaker Evgeny Revenko, who sits on the State Duma’s ethics committee, later told the
business newspaper Kommersant that Tarasenko’s votes were cast on Tuesday due to
a “technical malfunction,” suggesting that he was deceased at the time of the votes.

Tarasenko was born in 1947 in Taganrog, Rostov region. He spent most of his career working
in the mining and metallurgical industries before entering politics.
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