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A majority of Russians remain skeptical of the country’s planned digital currency, with more
than half saying they are unwilling to adopt the digital ruble for everyday transactions,
according to a new survey published by the state-run pollster VTsIOM and reported by RBC.

The Central Bank’s blockchain-based digital ruble is being developed as a domestic payment
alternative to bypass foreign banks and Western financial networks like SWIFT, raising
questions about whether it would successfully help Russia evade sanctions.

In the survey, 51% of respondents said they were not prepared to use the digital ruble, while
only 35% said they were willing to give it a try, up slightly from 30% in 2023.

When asked about the potential advantages of a digital currency, 40% said they saw no
benefits at all, while 37% said they struggled to identify any. Only 10% cited greater security
and protection from fraud as possible positives. A further 3% mentioned convenience and
state oversight as potential advantages.

https://www.rbc.ru/finances/17/07/2025/68778a279a794767e2a24fa3
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2023/08/01/russias-digital-ruble-wont-help-it-evade-sanctions-anytime-soon-a82024


Concerns about data security topped the list of perceived drawbacks, with 12% citing the risk
of personal information leaks.

Eight percent expressed fears of increased government surveillance, 6% pointed to reliance
on internet connectivity and 4% described the system as overly complicated.

Awareness of the digital ruble also remains limited. Just 7% of those surveyed said they were
well-informed about the currency. Nearly half reported only a vague understanding of the
concept.

Related article: Russia’s Central Bank Delays Mass Rollout of Digital Ruble

VTsIOM researchers concluded that the digital ruble remains abstract and unfamiliar for
many Russians.

A Central Bank spokesperson responded that skepticism toward new technologies, especially
in finance, was “to be expected,” noting that similar concerns arose when bank cards and
Russia’s fast-payment system were first introduced.

Officials stressed that participation in the digital ruble system would be voluntary and said
education efforts would continue.

Legal expert Diana Galimova told RBC that public wariness largely stems from distrust in
government assurances.

“Although the Central Bank insists oversight won’t exceed current levels in banking,
widespread distrust in the government means many people remain unconvinced,” RBC
quoted Galimova as saying.

She added that the lack of direct experience with the digital ruble has left many Russians
vulnerable to rumors and misinformation circulating online.
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