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Russia’s education minister on Wednesday accused fellow former Soviet republics of
presenting what Moscow deems to be a distorted and overly negative portrayal of the Soviet
Union and Russia in their school textbooks. 

The comments come amid a broader push by the Kremlin to reassert its influence over
historical narratives in the former Soviet sphere, as ties between Moscow and several
neighboring states have frayed in the wake of its full-scale invasion of Ukraine.

Speaking in the lower-house State Duma, Education Minister Sergei Kravtsov claimed that
history education in Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) countries suffers from
“inconsistencies” that deviate from principles of objectivity and historicism. 

Kravtsov noted that descriptions of the Soviet era “generally present Russia in a negative
light.”

https://www.interfax.ru/russia/1033046


A 2024 Russian Academy of Sciences analysis of history textbooks from 11 countries, including
former Soviet republics and countries in the Middle East, found that textbooks from some of
these countries depict Russia as a colonial state and aggressor acting in its own interests. 

Related article: Soviet Dissident Pavel Litvinov on Freedom of Speech Then and Now:
‘Nothing Is More Important’

On Sunday, President Vladimir Putin lamented what he described as a breakdown in
educational cohesion after the fall of the Soviet Union.

“When some of these textbooks were brought to me, I was surprised to discover that they they
contained anything but truthful information ... [with] both open expressions of Russophobia
and distortions of historical facts,” he added. 

Following the invasion of Ukraine, the Russian government introduced a new history textbook
for high school students that reflects the Kremlin’s interpretation of recent events. 

The text describes the 1990s as a period of decline, refers to the annexation of Crimea and
parts of eastern Ukraine as a “return of historical lands” and quotes Putin’s now-famous
assertion that the dissolution of the U.S.S.R. was “the greatest geopolitical catastrophe of the
20th century.”

In addition to Russia, the CIS includes Moldova, Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus,
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan and Tajikistan. 

Ukraine left the CIS following Russia’s annexation of Crimea in 2014.
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