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Brussels on Tuesday revealed more details for its proposal to ban Russian gas imports by the
end of 2027, seeking to break decades of energy dependency that the EU has struggled to
unwind since Moscow’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine.

The plan would prohibit new Russian gas contracts starting Jan. 1, 2026, and end imports
under existing short-term contracts by June 17, 2026. All remaining imports would be phased
out by the end of 2027, the European Commission confirmed.

“Russia has repeatedly attempted to blackmail us by weaponizing its energy supplies. We
have taken clear steps to turn off the tap and end the era of Russian fossil fuels in Europe for
good,” Commission President Ursula von der Leyen said.

Unlike previous sanctions, the ban would rely on trade and energy laws to restrict Russian gas
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— a move designed to bypass potential opposition from member states like Hungary and
Slovakia, which maintain generally amicable ties with the Kremlin and still import Russian
pipeline gas.

The proposal must be approved by both the European Parliament and the European Council,
which represents EU member states.

Related article: U.K. Tightens Sanctions on Russia’s ‘Shadow Fleet’

While sanctions require unanimous approval from all 27 EU countries, trade restrictions only
need support from a qualified majority of at least 15 member states.

The EU banned most Russian oil in late 2022 and has worked since then to reduce its
dependence on Russian gas. Pipeline imports have dropped significantly, but purchases of
Russian liquefied natural gas (LNG) — shipped by sea — have risen in several countries.

Russia still supplied 19% of the bloc’s gas in 2023, down from 45% before the war, according
to EU data. Of that, 32 billion cubic meters came through the TurkStream pipeline and another
20 billion through LNG shipments.

A senior EU official said the ban would likely trigger arbitration cases, as some companies
hold long-term contracts extending beyond 2027.

But EU Energy Commissioner Dan Jorgensen said importers would be protected from legal
consequences.

“Since this will be a prohibition... the companies will not get into legal problems. This is force
majeure, as if it had been a sanction,” he said Monday.
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