30 YEARS

Russia and Ukraine Begin POW Exchange
With Young Soldiers
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Russia and Ukraine have begun exchanging prisoners of war under a deal reached during last
week’s peace talks in Turkey, with Moscow saying the first stage involves the return of
younger soldiers.

During negotiations in Istanbul last Monday, both sides agreed to release all wounded troops
and captured soldiers under the age of 25 — more than 1,000 people on each side. They also
pledged to exchange the bodies of 6,000 fallen soldiers each.

“In accordance with Russian-Ukrainian agreements, the first group of Russian servicemen
under the age of 25 was returned from the territory controlled by the Kyiv regime,” Russia’s
Defense Ministry said Monday on Telegram.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky confirmed the exchange on X, saying it “will
continue in several stages over the coming days.”
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— The Moscow Times (@MoscowTimes) June 9, 2025

Neither side disclosed the number of soldiers involved in the initial swap, but Russia said it
had returned “a similar number” of Ukrainian troops. Russian lead negotiator Vladimir
Medinsky said Saturday that Moscow had submitted a list of 640 Ukrainian POWs for release.

Russia’s Defense Ministry said its returned soldiers are undergoing mental health and
medical treatment in Belarus before being sent home for further care.

Zelensky described the exchange as “quite complex, with many sensitive details,” adding that
negotiations are continuing “virtually every day.” The Kremlin said earlier on Monday it was
ready to follow through on the agreements, while accusing Ukraine of failing to meet its
obligations.

On Saturday, Russia’s Defense Ministry accused Kyiv of not setting a date for the POW swap.
Ukraine, in its turn, accused Moscow of “dirty games” and not adhering to the agreed terms.

Medinsky claimed Ukraine did not show up to collect the bodies of its fallen soldiers.
Ukraine’s Coordination Headquarters for the Treatment of Prisoners of War said no date had
been agreed and that the list of names Russia provided did not match the terms of the
agreement.
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