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Russian authorities are carrying out a sweeping campaign to seize homes in occupied
Mariupol that belong to Ukrainians who fled from Russia’s invasion or were killed in the
fighting, according to a BBC Verify investigation published three years after Moscow’s forces
captured the city after a brutal siege.

At least 5,700 homes have been earmarked for seizure, the outlet reported, citing documents
published by Mariupol’s Russian-installed administration since July 2024.

To retain ownership of their homes, Ukrainians must travel to Mariupol via Russian territory,
undergo rigorous security checks and navigate a complex web of bureaucratic hurdles. 

In practice, it is nearly “impossible” for displaced Ukrainians to reclaim their property, said
Petro Andryushchenko, a former adviser to Mariupol’s Ukrainian mayor.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/resources/idt-ca98fa24-29a3-4c74-aa7d-ce38f756270d


The expropriation process typically begins after a report from an inspector or local resident.
Within 10 days, the property is listed on the occupying authorities’ website as having signs of
“signs of being ownerless.”

Related article: ‘We’re Not Thieves’: Mariupol Residents Plead With Putin to Replace
Destroyed Homes

The legal owner then has a limited window to appear in person in Mariupol — with a Russian
passport and proof of ownership — to challenge the claim.

If no owner comes forward within 30 days, the property is placed on a “register of ownerless
property.” After three months, the Russian authorities can petition a court to transfer
ownership to the municipality.

Roughly 2,200 properties in Mariupol have been officially declared “ownerless” and are
awaiting court rulings. An additional 3,550 homes are under review.

The BBC said it found no official data on how many properties passed through the final court
stage and had their ownership transferred, but Mariupol’s Russian-installed Mayor Oleg
Morgun recently said that final rulings had been issued for 600 apartments.

The BBC said Russian authorities appear to be seeking to make it more difficult for Ukrainians
to assert their property rights.

In March, President Vladimir Putin signed a decree banning citizens of countries deemed
“unfriendly” — including Ukraine — from registering property in occupied territories
without special permission until at least 2028.

“In effect, it leaves Ukrainians with an impossible choice: their safety and their identities, or
their homes,” the BBC said.
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