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North Korea has deployed an additional 3,000 troops to Russia this year and continues to
supply missiles, artillery and ammunition to support the Kremlin’s war against Ukraine,
South Korea’s military said Thursday.

Russia and North Korea have strengthened ties since Moscow’s 2022 invasion of Ukraine,
with Seoul accusing North Korean leader Kim Jong Un of sending both soldiers and weapons
to aid Russia’s war effort.

While neither Moscow nor Pyongyang has confirmed the troop deployments, the two
countries signed a sweeping military agreement last year — including a mutual defense
clause — during Russian President Vladimir Putin’s visit to North Korea.
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“It is estimated that an additional 3,000 troops were sent between January and February as
reinforcements,” South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) said.

Related article: Putin Pulls From Stalin’s Playbook in Sending North Koreans Disguised as
Buryats to Ukraine

Of the initial 11,000 North Korean soldiers reportedly sent to Russia, 4,000 are believed to
have been killed or wounded, the JCS added.

In addition to manpower, North Korea continues to supply Moscow with significant quantities
of short-range ballistic missiles (SRBMs). It has also sent about 220 units of 170mm self-
propelled guns and 240mm multiple rocket launchers, according to the JCS report.

“These numbers could increase depending on the situation on the battlefield,” the JCS
warned.

North Korea launched a series of ballistic missiles last year in violation of UN sanctions, and
analysts have suggested Pyongyang may be using the Ukraine war as a testing ground for
weapons it intends to export to Russia.
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