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President Donald Trump takes questions at his Mar-a-Lago resort. The White House / flickr

U.S. President Donald Trump has made several statements on Ukraine and Russia’s full-scale
invasion of the country in recent days that closely resemble Kremlin rhetoric.

The assertions have amplified fears that Trump, who is pushing to end the three-year war,
may try to pressure Kyiv to make major concessions without seeking many in return from
Moscow.

The Moscow Times examines Trump’s statements and how they compare to Kremlin talking
points — plus the truth behind the claims:

Trump blames Ukraine for war

“I think I have the power to end this war, and I think it's going very well. But today I heard,
‘Oh, well, we weren't invited.” Well, you've been there for three years. You should have never
started it. You could have made a deal,” Trump said Tuesday following talks between U.S. and


https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/trump-says-ukraine-should-never-have-started-it-remarks-war-russia-rcna192710

Russian officials in Saudi Arabia.

The claim that Ukraine or the West, not Russia, was responsible for Russia’s full-scale
invasion of Ukraine is one that Putin has repeated many times since Feb. 24, 2022. In his
address to the Russian people declaring the invasion, Putin repeatedly blamed Ukraine for
instigating what he called Russia’s “special military operation.”

“In order to achieve their own goals, the leading NATO countries support extreme nationalists
and neo-Nazis in Ukraine,” Putin said. “You and I have been left with no other opportunity to
defend Russia and our people than the one we are forced to use today. The circumstances
require us to take decisive and immediate action.”

Related article: Trump Slams Zelensky as ‘Dictator Without Elections,’ Claims Only He Can
End Ukraine War

This line of thinking has been repeated over and over again by pro-Russia voices on Telegram
and state media, as well as by both Putin and Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov in their
interviews with American far-right pundit Tucker Carlson.

However, just as it was in 2014, it was Russia who started the war by invading Ukraine three
years ago.

Trump questions President Volodymyr Zelensky’s legitimacy

“When they want a seat at the table, you could say the people have to, wouldn’t the people of
Ukraine have to say, like, ‘You know, it’s been a long time since we’ve had an election.” That’s
not a Russia thing. That’s something coming from me and coming from many other countries
also,” Trump said Tuesday in response to anger over his administration entering talks with
Russia over Kyiv’s head.

The next day, he went a step further, calling Zelensky a “dictator without elections.”

Ukraine holding elections is one of Moscow’s key demands, as Putin likely believes that a new
Ukrainian government would be much more pliable or amenable to Moscow’s wishes.

In May 2024, Putin said that Zelensky’s term had expired and that Ukraine needed to hold an
election, a claim that has been repeated numerous times to question Zelensky’s legitimacy as
a leader.

Zelensky was elected to a five-year term in April 2019, with 73% of the vote in the second
round. Ukraine was scheduled to hold a presidential election in 2024, but Zelensky has stayed
on as the country’s constitution forbids holding elections under martial law.

Reuters reported this month that the Trump administration would push for new elections in
Ukraine following a ceasefire deal. According to Reuters, U.S. officials have been raising the
issue of elections with Kyiv since 2023.

A Ukrainian government source told Reuters that '"[Putin] is setting a trap, claiming that if
Ukraine doesn't hold elections, he can later ignore any agreements.”


http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/transcripts/67843
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/07/08/trump-slams-zelensky-as-dictator-without-elections-claims-only-he-can-end-ukraine-war
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/07/08/trump-slams-zelensky-as-dictator-without-elections-claims-only-he-can-end-ukraine-war
http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/73411
https://mid.ru/en/foreign_policy/news/1985783/
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/02/19/trump-slams-zelensky-as-dictator-without-elections-claims-only-he-can-end-ukraine-war-a88085
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/putin-says-ukraine-should-hold-presidential-election-2024-05-28/
https://kyivindependent.com/putin-says-parliament-speaker-stefanchuk-should-be-considered-ukraines-leader/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us-wants-ukraine-hold-elections-following-ceasefire-says-trump-envoy-2025-02-01/

“Trump is reacting, in my view, to ... Russian feedback,” a former Western official said to
Reuters. “Russia wants to see an end to Zelensky.”

Zelensky’s ‘4%’ approval rating

“We have a situation where we haven't had elections in Ukraine, where we have martial law,
essentially martial law in Ukraine, where the leader in Ukraine, I mean, I hate to say it, but
he's down to 4% approval rating,” Trump said when asked about elections in Ukraine.

Trump offered no evidence to support the 4% number.

A February 2025 survey conducted by the Kyiv International Institute of Sociology showed
that Zelensky retained the trust of 57% of the respondents, a five-point increase from
December. Additionally, 37% said they did not trust him, while 6% responded that it was
difficult to say.
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