30 YEARS

Ukraine Settlement ‘Impossible’ Without
Addressing Wider Security Issues,
Moscow Says
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Along-term settlement in Ukraine is "impossible'" without addressing wider issues of
European security, the Kremlin said Tuesday, s U.S. and Russian officials held their first high-
level talks since Moscow's full-scale invasion.

"Alasting and long-term viable resolution is impossible without a comprehensive
consideration of security issues on the continent," Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said,

responding to a question by AFP.

Peskov also said Moscow would not oppose Ukraine's potential membership in the European
Union but reiterated its strong opposition to Kyiv joining NATO.

"With regard to Ukraine joining the EU, it is the sovereign right of any country... Nobody can
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dictate to another country and we do not plan on dictating," he said. "But it is completely
different when it comes to security issues and military alliances. Here we have a different
approach that is well known."

Related article: U.S.-Russia Talks Begin in Saudi Arabia

Moscow annexed Crimea in 2014 and backed armed pro-Russian separatists in eastern
Ukraine after a pro-EU revolution ousted Ukraine’s Moscow-friendly president.

The Kremlin said President Vladimir Putin was "'ready' to negotiate with his Ukrainian
counterpart Volodymyr Zelensky.

"Putin has said himself that he would be ready to negotiate with Zelensky if necessary, but the
legal basis of agreements needs discussion considering the reality that Zelensky's legitimacy
can be questioned," Peskov said.

Zelensky's five-year term was set to expire last year, but Ukrainian law does not require
presidential elections under martial law, which has been in effect since the February 2022
invasion.

Moscow has dismissed this and repeatedly claimed it does not recognize Zelensky as
Ukraine's legitimate president.

Zelensky has said he would be prepared to '"compromise' and meet with Putin, but only after
Ukraine and its allies agree on a unified position for ending the war.
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