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General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine

Russia and Ukraine said Friday that they exchanged the remains of 806 fallen soldiers,
marking one of the largest repatriation operations in recent months.

Moscow received the bodies of 49 soldiers, Russian lawmaker Shamsail Saraliyev told the RBC
news website. Meanwhile, Kyiv’s Coordination Headquarters for the Treatment of Prisoners
of War confirmed that Ukraine had received the bodies of 757 troops.

Ukrainian officials specified that 451 of the returned bodies were retrieved from the “Donetsk
zone of operations,” likely referencing the fierce battles near Pokrovsk, a key mining and
transportation hub.

Pokrovsk, which had a pre-war population of around 60,000 people, has been largely
devastated by months of intense Russian bombardment and remains a primary target of
Kremlin forces.

https://www.rbc.ru/politics/24/01/2025/679390379a794756b787be3b?from=from_main_2
https://www.facebook.com/koordshtab/posts/594928626635752?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXB2WXtYF6yCUGqs31nLRl87TnCfwYCdyScIcb3GunyyymHWAwTrPVd527l2zKqjBfm5zbvO2OFLNsfipnJKGtahRpJ_NtjBQSFFEfXUTLvTrhe-BK1EdGtz5Xb-H2SIJvmF4EIsb75khb5sS9jmSk-ByQcdUxqYRJN9bBOFPnkjx7rSbZtjCZnw4xJ6EQGhx8&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R


Ukraine also reported that 34 bodies were returned from morgues inside Russia, a possible
reference to casualties linked to Kyiv’s surprise incursion in the western Kursk region in
August.

Related article: Verified Russian Deaths in Ukraine War Exceed 90K

Friday’s exchange is the fifth involving 500 or more Ukrainian bodies since October. While
military death tolls remain state secrets for both countries, Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky said last month that 43,000 Ukrainian troops had been killed and 370,000 wounded
since 2022.

Experts believe the actual figures are significantly higher.

Russia has not provided recent updates on its military losses in Ukraine, however, an
independent tally by the BBC’s Russian service and the Mediazona news website puts the
verified Russian troops deaths at over 90,000.

The exchange of prisoners and the return of remains are among the few areas of cooperation
between Moscow and Kyiv since Russia’s full-scale invasion in February 2022.

AFP contributed reporting.
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