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A group of Mariupol residents seen in a video address to Putin. Video grab

A group of residents in the occupied Ukrainian city of Mariupol launched a campaign pleading
with Russian President Vladimir Putin to provide them with new homes after theirs were
destroyed during Moscow’s siege on the city.

Mariupol was mostly destroyed during the Russian army’s two-month assault in the spring of
2022. At least 8,000 residents of the city died amid the siege, according to Human Rights
Watch.

Shortly after Moscow captured the southern port city, which had a pre-war population of
around 400,000 people, Russian authorities rushed in with ambitious reconstruction plans,
promising to build new apartment blocks for locals.

However, some residents have accused local Kremlin-backed authorities of offering them
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properties abandoned by their owners instead of building new replacement homes, according
to videos published earlier this month and then again over the weekend.

“There are tens of thousands of us who found ourselves unwanted in our own city, although
we waited for Russia and believed that it wouldn’t abandon us,” the survivors said in one of
the videos addressed to Putin. “And now we’re completely disappointed.”

Related article: In Photos: Ukraine's Mariupol After 2 Years of Russian Occupation

Local authorities have only replaced 70 of the more than 500 demolished apartment blocks,
the surviving residents claimed, adding that construction of new buildings was halted in favor
of mortgage housing.

“You say [the lost homes] should be returned, but our authorities seize them from those who
can’t physically be here right now and want to give them out to others instead of building
replacement housing,” a group of residents said.

“We’re not thieves, we don’t need someone else’s [homes]. Give us ours,” they demanded,
referring to their refusal to accept abandoned properties instead of new homes.
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