'Moscow Times

30 YEARS INDEPENDENT NEWS FROM RUSSIA

Transnistria Ready to Buy Gas From
Moldova, Kremlin-Backed Leader Says

January 20, 2025

SA"Moldovagaz”

The separatist Moldovan region of Transnistria has agreed to purchase natural gas from
Moldovagaz to address its ongoing energy crisis, the region’s Moscow-backed leader Vadim
Krasnoselsky said Monday.

Gas supplies to Transnistria were halted on Jan. 1 by Russia’s Gazprom over a $709-million
debt dispute with Moldova, leaving 400,000 residents without heating or hot water.

Krasnoselsky, who recently visited Moscow seeking “humanitarian” gas supplies, said
Transnistria had accepted Moldova’s offer to provide gas via Moldovagaz.

Transnistria’s energy company, TiraspolTransGaz, informed Moldovagaz of its intent to pay
in full, though no timeline was given for when supplies would resume, Krasnoselsky said.
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Backed Leader Says

The announcement comes just days after Moldovagaz’s acting head suggested the company
would recognize the disputed $709 million debt to Gazprom. Gazprom holds a 50% stake in
Moldovagaz, while the Moldovan government owns 35.6% and Transnistria 13%.

Moldova has hinted at plans to nationalize Moldovagaz, citing Russia’s alleged attempts to
weaponize energy amid the crisis. Moscow has blamed Moldova and Ukraine for the situation,
accusing Kyiv of halting gas transit and Moldova of failing to settle debts.

Chisinau and the EU have countered, pointing to alternative supply routes to Transnistria via
the Balkans and accusing Gazprom of exaggerating the debt issue.

The Kremlin said Thursday it was ready to “help” Transnistria but was hampered by a lack of
“logistical actions” from Moldova.

Transnistria, which declared independence after the Soviet Union’s collapse, is
internationally recognized as part of Moldova but relies on Russian military and financial
support. Approximately 1,500 Russian troops remain stationed in the region.
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