
Moscow Accuses Ukraine of Killing
Civilians in Occupied Border Region
By AFP

January 19, 2025

Mikhail Klimentyev/TASS

Russia on Sunday said it had opened a criminal investigation into allegations that Ukrainian
troops killed civilians in a Russian village that had been seized by Kyiv's army.

Ukraine has taken dozens of border settlements under its control in the western Russian
Kursk region since launching a surprise offensive there last August and says around 2,000
civilians still live in areas under its occupation.

Russia has slowly been pushing Ukraine back and has retaken a number of villages.

Russia's Investigative Committee, which probes major crimes, on Sunday alleged Ukrainian
troops "committed the murder of at least seven civilians, who were sheltering in the
basement of a residential house" in the village of Russkoe Porechnoye, some 20 kilometers
(12 miles) from the border.

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/author/afp-3


Several Russian state media outlets had overnight published a video, supplied by the army,
that they said showed Russian troops discovering several dead bodies in a dark basement.

AFP could not immediately verify the claims or the video, which showed troops in a dark room
moving blankets and clothes off the bodies and faces of what they said were dead civilians.

There has been no official response from Ukraine.

Related article: Russian Army Claims Liberation of Over 60% of Occupied Kursk Territory

In a statement, Russia's Foreign Ministry Spokeswoman Maria Zakharova accused Ukraine of
the "cannibalistic massacre of civilians."

Both Russia and Ukraine have accused each other of having killed and targeted civilians
throughout the three-year conflict.

Russian forces are accused of having murdered hundreds of civilians in the Ukrainian town of
Bucha during a month-long occupation at the start of the conflict.

AFP reporters were among the international journalists to witness and photograph the bodies
of killed Ukrainian civilians, including some with their hands tied, in the town.

The pictures and first-hand accounts from the town triggered outrage in the West and
widespread condemnation of alleged Russian "war crimes."

Moscow has rejected committing atrocities in Bucha and accused Kyiv of staging the images
— a claim which has been debunked by several independent fact-checking organizations and
media outlets, including AFP.

Russia's army said it retook Russkoe Porechnoye from Ukrainian control last week.
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