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Cleanup crews pick up globs of oil on a beach in the Krasnodar region. t.me/opershtab23

Authorities in southern Russia’s Krasnodar region have declared a regionwide state of
emergency as cleanup efforts for an oil spill along the Black Sea coast stall.

The spill occurred on Dec. 15 after two Russian-flagged oil tankers were damaged during a
storm, releasing thousands of tons of heavy fuel oil — known as mazut — into the Black Sea.
Emergency officials reported Monday that the spill had polluted approximately 55 kilometers
(34 miles) of coastline.

Authorities in affected coastal communities, including the resort city of Anapa, had previously
declared local emergencies to address the growing layers of oil washing up on beaches.
However, residents and volunteers argued that the spill warranted a national-level
emergency, which would unlock additional resources for the cleanup.

On Tuesday, Russia’s top investigator, Alexander Bastrykin, ordered law enforcement
authorities to launch a criminal probe into alleged “failures” in addressing the cleanup.

https://t.me/kondratyevvi/8241
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2024/12/24/bastrykin-orders-criminal-investigation-into-black-sea-oil-spill-cleanup-a87443


Related article: ‘Left to Fend for Themselves’: Volunteers Step Up as Russian Government
Falters in Black Sea Oil Spill Response

“Unfortunately, the discharge of oil products onto the shores of Anapa and the Temryuk
district has dragged on and shows no signs of stopping,” Krasnodar region Governor
Veniamin Kondratyev wrote on Telegram as he announced the regional emergency.

According to Kondratyev, initial expert assessments suggested that most of the oil residue
would settle on the seabed, making it easier to collect. However, he noted that warmer
temperatures were causing the oil to rise to the surface and wash ashore.

The regional emergency declaration will allow Krasnodar authorities to allocate additional
resources, mobilize emergency services and request federal assistance if needed.

At his annual press conference on Thursday, President Vladimir Putin blamed the oil tankers’
captains for the disaster, claiming they ventured out to sea without authorization.

Meanwhile, volunteers and activists have criticized regional authorities for their slow and
disorganized response to the environmental crisis. Many volunteers have been forced to fund
cleanup efforts independently, purchasing equipment and supplies out of pocket.
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