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Russian law enforcement authorities have launched more than 30,000 criminal and
administrative cases for social media posts, shares and “likes” since 2010, the independent
news website Novaya Gazeta Europe reported Monday.

Citing publicly available data from Russian courts between 2010 and October 2024, the outlet
said around 1,200 of the 30,000 social media prosecutions were criminal cases.

The most common social media activities targeted by criminal prosecution were posts (695
cases), followed by comments (304 cases), videos (288 cases) and images (140 cases).

The most common social media activities targeted by administrative prosecutions were
images (12,000 cases), followed by posts (10,000 cases), videos (6,000 cases), audio files
(4,000 cases) and comments (3,000 cases). Direct messages and shares were targeted in 896
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and 323 cases, respectively.

Russia’s social network Vkontakte accounted for almost 80% of administrative cases and 46%
of criminal cases.

Telegram, the popular messaging app, ranked second with one-quarter of all criminal cases.

Related article: Moscow Police Raid Clubs Overnight Under 'LGBT Propaganda' Law

Over the 14 years covered by the study, Russia’s Criminal Code and Administrative Code saw
the number of pursuable articles increase fivefold from five to 25. 

While authorities in the 2010s were limited to prosecutions for extremism, drug propaganda,
terrorism and offending religious believers, the list had expanded to “LGBT propaganda,”
separatism and opposition to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine by 2024. 

The older articles also had a higher number of prosecutions, with more than 6,500 cases
opened over swastikas and Nazi symbols on social media. Almost 2,000 cases were related to
Russia’s criminal underground movement, while 1,200 were over anti-war social media
activities.

Fines were the most common form of punishment, with at least 10,500 people being fined in
just the last three years.

“If someone gets caught once, they’re not forgotten. Even if they’re not an activist or a
politician. [Authorities] will comb through their social networks and monitor their public
activity,” an anonymous researcher was quoted as saying, explaining how some of those fined
for administrative infractions later faced criminal prosecutions.
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