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The head of Russia's human rights council on Wednesday called Moscow's major crackdown
on dissent part of "'sanitary measures' while the country fights in Ukraine, denying the
existence of political repression.

Russia has banned criticism of its war on Ukraine, handing out prison terms or fines to those
who denounce it. All of President Vladimir Putin's opponents are in exile or prison, or dead.

"What we see now — yes, it is a difficult and tough situation, we are at war with the West,"
the head of the presidential human rights council Valery Fadeyev said, according to the
Interfax news agency.

"And some minimal restrictions on those who are actually on the side of the enemy are not
repressions, but minimal sanitary measures."
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Asked if the presidential council would lobby for amnesties as was previously the case,
Fadeyev said: "This is not on the agenda right now."

Russian officials have repeatedly used the term "cleansing' to refer to the ostracizing of
Russians who oppose the Ukraine war, with Putin himself in 2022 calling for the "cleansing"
of "traitors" from Russian society.

Related article: Political Persecution Under Putin Highest Since Stalin Era — Proekt

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov at the start of this year said Moscow's Ukraine
offensive was ""contributing to the cleansing" of Russian society.

Hundreds of thousands of Russians have fled their country since the Kremlin sent troops to
Ukraine.

It is illegal in Russia to publicly criticize the Kremlin's actions in Ukraine, an offense
punishable by jail.

According to the OVD-info rights group that monitors political repression in Russia, Moscow
has initiated over 9,000 criminal proceedings against its citizens for ""discrediting the army."

Rights groups say hundreds of Russians are currently in prison for their political beliefs, with
many warning that the figures are under-counted.

Putin's main political opponent, Alexei Navalny, died in an Arctic prison colony earlier this
year.
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