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Enraged residents in Russia’s Chelyabinsk region clashed with riot police Thursday night after
the stabbing death of a local woman, which both authorities and residents blamed on
members of the Romani community.

Local media identified the victim as Yelena Sarafanova, a mother of two and taxi driver in the
town of Korkino. Her body was discovered on Wednesday with multiple stab wounds, and co-
workers said she was last seen giving a ride to two young Romani brothers.

Regional investigators said Thursday that they had arrested a 17-year-old male resident of
Korkino on suspicion of stabbing Sarafanova, who had been driving him home as a passenger.

“A conflict arose between the victim and the suspect, who was traveling by taxi to his place of
residence, during which the suspect inflicted at least four stab wounds to the woman’s chest,”
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investigators said in a statement.

Local media later reported that police were “looking into” a second Romani man suspected of
being involved in Sarafanova’s murder.
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On Thursday night, a crowd of angry residents gathered outside homes believed to belong to
Romani residents, smashing windows and damaging property. Riot police were dispatched to
the area, where they clashed with the crowd.

More than 40 residents were detained and charged with petty hooliganism following the
unrest in Korkino.

Medics reported treating two people with gunshot wounds. A 58-year-old Roma man was
arrested on suspicion of attempted murder for allegedly firing on the crowd outside his home.

Alexander Bastrykin, head of Russia’s Investigative Committee, ordered federal investigators
to take over the investigation into Sarafanova’s murder.

In a statement, the Investigative Committee said that “local residents had long-standing
concerns about the Romani community’s unlawful behavior, which has not been resolved.”

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2024/10/25/riot-police-clash-with-lynch-mob-in-russias-chelyabinsk
-region-after-womans-murder-a86804

https://t.me/news_74ru/81022
https://74.ru/text/incidents/2024/10/24/74252738/
http://74.ru/text/incidents/2024/10/24/74253107/?sharePost=1235403&utm_campaign=5916089_1235403&utm_medium=74.ru&utm_source=sharepostonline
https://74.ru/text/criminal/2024/10/25/74253926/

