M Moscow Times

30 YEARS INDEPENDENT NEWS FROM RUSSIA

Unredacted Report on Navalny's Death
Shows Signs of Possible Poisoning —
The Insider

September 30, 2024

Alexei Navalny in prison. Kirill Kudryavtsev / AFP

An official Russian investigation into the death of Kremlin critic Alexei Navalny was redacted
to remove any indications of possible poisoning, The Insider reported Sunday, citing
“hundreds” of documents it said it had obtained.

Navalny’s widow revealed last month that she received a letter from Russian investigators
claiming there were no signs of foul play in her husband’s death at an Arctic penal colony in
February. The letter stated that no toxic substances were found in his body, attributing his
death to “a range of illnesses.”

However, The Insider published what it claims is the unredacted version of the same letter,
which included details that Navalny had “laid on the floor and began complaining of sharp
pain in the abdominal area” before experiencing convulsions, vomiting and losing
consciousness.


https://theins.ru/en/politics/274926
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2024/08/15/russian-investigators-refuse-to-open-criminal-proceedings-over-navalnys-death-widow-says-a86030

The redacted version received by Yulia Navalnaya only mentioned a “sharp deterioration” in
the activist’s health, after which prison doctors placed him in a medical ward and called an
ambulance.

Related article: Man Accused of Organizing Attack on Navalny Ally Volkov Arrested in Poland

The Insider did not disclose who may have redacted the documents or at what stage the
alterations were made. The Moscow Times could not independently verify the authenticity of
the unredacted report.

“These symptoms can hardly be explained by anything other than poisoning,” said Alexander
Polupan, a doctor who treated Navalny after his 2020 poisoning by the Soviet-era nerve agent
Novichok. Polupan told The Insider that Navalny may have been exposed to an
organophosphorus agent, possibly applied internally.

Also known as nerve agents, organophosphorus agents are highly poisonous chemicals that
work by preventing the nervous system from functioning properly.

Polupan pointed out that the unredacted symptoms, such as abdominal pain and vomiting,
strongly indicate poisoning. Navalny himself previously released a video in which an alleged
FSB security agent admitted to applying Novichok on his underwear during the 2020
poisoning. The Kremlin denied any involvement.

Another document obtained by The Insider listed items collected from the scene of Navalny’s
death, including “samples of vomit” for examination. The publicly available report made no
mention of either the vomiting or the examination.

Prosecutors in the Yamal-Nenets autonomous district, where Navalny was being held,
recently overturned a refusal to investigate the activist’s death, instructing investigators to
continue their probe.
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