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Alexei Soldatov, a pioneering figure of the Russian internet and former deputy minister, is
“dying in prison” while serving a two-year sentence for “abuse of power,” his son,
investigative journalist Andrei Soldatov, said in a social media post on Thursday.

Known as the father of the Russian internet, Alexei Soldatov led the Relcom computer
network that made the first Soviet connection to the global internet. He served as deputy
minister of communications from 2008 to 2010.

In July, a judge ordered him to serve two years at a penal colony for unlawfully transferring
the rights of IP addresses from the Russian Research Institute for the Development of Public
Networks to a Czech provider. His lawyers and family rejected the charges.

“It’s been a horrific ordeal for a 72-year-old scientist... In two months, he has been moved
between three prisons, slept on the floor, and shared a cell with 40 inmates,” Soldatov’s son
wrote on X (formerly Twitter).

https://x.com/AndreiSoldatov/status/1839275478076608883
https://mos-gorsud.ru/rs/savyolovskij/services/cases/criminal/details/65326870-6995-11ee-a639-f1477ca06201
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2024/07/29/how-does-russia-treat-its-modernizers-by-locking-them-up-a85859
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Soldatov was moved to a prison hospital last month after contracting a lung infection, but his
condition has improved little, according to his son. “Last Friday, he lost consciousness and
collapsed during a visit with his wife,” the younger Soldatav said, adding that prison medics
still declared his father “sufficiently healthy” for transfer back to a regular prison cell next
week.

“As his son, I understand what this means: my dad, already frail and ill, will face the most
inhumane conditions again. It’s effectively a death sentence for Alexei Soldatov,” the
journalist wrote.

The case against Alexei Soldatov was reportedly initiated in 2019 at the request of Andrei
Lipov, head of Russia’s internet regulator Roskomnadzor, who has had a longstanding feud
with Alexei Soldatov over ownership of the .su domain, according to the independent news
outlet Meduza.
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