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Russians Denying Medical Care to
Ukraine Prisoners — UN Experts
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The UN Human Rights Council in Geneva. UN Photo/Jean-Marc Ferré

Jails controlled by Russia are deliberately withholding medical care for Ukrainian prisoners,
with doctors in one prison even taking part in what it called "torture," a commission
mandated by the UN rights council said.

The commission, set up by the Human Rights Council to investigate violations in Ukraine
since Russia's invasion, had already concluded that Moscow's occupying forces were using
torture '"systematically."

But in his oral report to the council, commission chair Erik Mose said torture had become a
"common and acceptable practice," with Russian authorities acting with "a sense of
impunity."

Beyond the torture and rape in prison camps or the rape of women in occupied towns, Mose
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denounced "the lack of adequate medical assistance to those who desperately needed it" in
detention centers controlled by Moscow.

"In one facility, even penitentiary doctors participated in the torture," Mose told the council.

His report was based on testimonies from former Ukrainian inmates at the Olenivka prison in
occupied east Ukraine.

It said that on July 29, 2022, an explosion at the site caused the death of many Ukrainian
prisoners of war, with Russia accusing Kyiv of bombing the jail.

According to the inmates, ''no immediate medical support was provided to dozens of others
who suffered life-threatening injuries."

Only doctors from the Ukrainian army detained at the prison colony attempted to tend to the
victims.

But they had to work "in the dark and without vital medical equipment, using the small
amount of supplies remaining in their own first-aid kits and bed sheets for bandages," Mose
said.

"They saw many die that night, while the leadership of the Olenivka colony stood by and
watched."

Many of the former inmates were left with "grave or irreparable physical harm and trauma,"
Mose said.

Some prisoners struggled to return to civilian life after their release.

"T was haunted by the fear of being imprisoned again. I am at home physically, but I still feel
mentally imprisoned by the trauma inflicted upon me by the Russians," one prisoner said,
quoted in the report.

Mose added that a financial crisis facing the UN had "severely affected the staffing of the
secretariat of the Commission and its ability to travel."
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