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Russia may make a new deployment of nuclear weapons in response to U.S. plans to station
missiles in Germany, Russia’s Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov said Thursday.

“I’m not ruling out any options,” Ryabkov was quoted as saying by the state-run Interfax
news agency.

“Considering the combined capabilities of NATO member countries, we must calibrate our
responses without any internal checks in terms of what, where and when to deploy,” he
added, describing Moscow’s preference for the “widest possible optionality.”

The White House announced during a NATO summit last week that it would periodically
station long-range weapons including Tomahawk cruise missiles in Germany starting in 2026
to act as a deterrent.

https://www.interfax.ru/russia/971345
https://www.interfax.ru/russia/971345
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2024/07/10/joint-statement-from-united-states-and-germany-on-long-range-fires-deployment-in-germany/
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Moscow criticized the move, accusing Washington of taking a step toward a new Cold War.

Related article: On the Kharkiv Front, Ukrainian Soldiers Are Galvanized by Thwarted Russian
Offensive, Western Arms

The Kremlin warned over the weekend that the deployment of American missiles in Germany
could make European capitals targets for Russian missiles.

Responding to the Kremlin's warning, a U.S. State Department spokesperson said the United
States and NATO “do not seek a military conflict with Russia... but any military action directed
against a NATO Ally would trigger an overwhelming response.”

German Defense Minister Boris Pistorius later said the planned U.S. weapons deployment was
in itself a response to Russia’s Iskander short-range ballistic missiles stationed in the
western Kaliningrad region, which is wedged between NATO members Poland and Lithuania
and cut off from the rest of Russia.

Ryabkov said Moscow would take “compensatory measures in a way we consider the most
acceptable if German officials justify their escalation under the pretext that we have
something in this region.”

“Kaliningrad is no exception in terms of our absolute determination to do everything
necessary to cast aside those who may be harboring aggressive intentions and who are trying
to provoke us into certain steps that are undesirable for anyone and fraught with further
complications,” he warned.

The arms deployment would mark a return of U.S. cruise missiles to Germany after a 20-year
absence. The U.S. deployment of Pershing ballistic missiles in West Germany during the
height of the Cold War in the 1980s prompted widespread demonstrations, with hundreds of
thousands coming out in protest.

Washington continued stationing missiles through the reunification of Germany and into the
1990s. But following the end of the Cold War, the United States significantly reduced the
number of missiles stationed in Europe as the threat from Moscow receded.

Now NATO countries — spearheaded by the United States — have been bolstering their
defenses in Europe following Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine.

AFP contributed reporting.
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