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Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine has led to significant disruptions in the migratory
patterns of a vulnerable species of eagles, according to a new study, forcing the birds to travel
increasingly longer distances as they fly to reach their breeding grounds.

Greater spotted eagles, whose breeding grounds stretch from most of Eastern Europe to as far
away as Far East Russia’s Primorye region, are now flying on average 85 kilometers more
during migration seasons in areas impacted by the war. 

This species of eagles usually migrates through September to November in the fall, and
February to April in the spring.

According to a group of researchers from the United Kingdom and Estonia, male greater
spotted eagles saw a greater increase on average for migration flying time than females —
males flew an additional 56 hours on average, while females flew an additional 53 hours.

https://www.cell.com/current-biology/fulltext/S0960-9822(24)00519-0#tbl1


Moreover, while 90% of the birds observed for the study made stopovers in Ukraine before the
war, only one-third did so in 2022, the year Moscow launched its invasion.

The study noted that the longer fly times and fewer stopover locations have likely exhausted
the birds in war-impacted areas to the point of having “sublethal” effects, meaning the
eagles are at greater risk of dying due to various causes.
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