
Russia’s FSB Says Arrested Man
Planning Attacks on Soldiers
March 21, 2024

A still image from video of law enforcement agents arrested the man. FSB of Russia

Russia’s Federal Security Service (FSB) said Thursday that it arrested a man in the western
Belgorod region on suspicion of planning attacks in coordination with pro-Ukrainian
paramilitary groups.

“A supporter of Ukrainian nationalist ideology was preparing acts of sabotage and terrorism
against the Russian military on the instructions of the terrorist organization Russian
Volunteer Corps,” the FSB said in a statement, referring to an anti-Kremlin militia fighting
on the side of Kyiv. 

The Russian Volunteer Corps is one of a handful of such paramilitary outfits that have
launched cross-border incursions into the Belgorod region for more than a week.

The FSB said it seized an explosive device that the arrested man was allegedly planning to
detonate remotely in an area where Russian soldiers were stationed.

http://www.fsb.ru/fsb/press/message/single.htm%21id%3D10439943%40fsbMessage.html
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It was not immediately possible to verify the FSB’s claims.

Related article: Russia Urges Belgorod Residents Living Near Ukraine Border to Evacuate

The unidentified suspect faces charges of terrorism, sabotage and illegal arms possession.

FSB footage shared by state media showed armed agents opening fire and detaining the man
in broad daylight.

“I contacted the Ukrainian special services in February on WhatsApp. I helped them locate
Russian troops,” the man, whose face was blurred, said on camera.

“I then joined the Russian Volunteer Corps and was planning to detonate an explosive device
in the town of Valuyki,” he added, referring to a settlement located 15 kilometers from
Ukraine.

It was not immediately clear whether his confession was made under duress.
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