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Independent election watchdog Golos has called Russia’s March 15-17 presidential election an
“imitation,” with widespread reports of vote tampering, restrictions on monitors and
pressure on voters, according to a report published by the organization on Monday.  

Golos said Russian authorities sought to “imitate” all key aspects of a democratic electoral
process during the three-day voting period, from the participation of multiple candidates in
the race to the presence of international observers at polling places.

But “never before have we seen a presidential campaign that fell so short of constitutional
standards,” the watchdog said, noting a gradual weakening of voters’ rights in Russia
“almost every year” over the past two decades.

The Moscow Times has gathered the main takeaways from Golos’ report on the 2024
presidential election, which wrapped up on Sunday and saw President Vladimir Putin clinch a
fifth overall term in office. 

https://golosinfo.org/articles/146794


Election law tweaking

Since Russia’s last presidential election in 2018, the authorities have adopted more than 11
amendments to the country’s election laws aimed at “limiting the voting rights of citizens”
and “reducing opportunities for public oversight,” according to Golos. 

Among those changes, it singled out the 2020 constitutional amendments as the most
harmful, as they allowed Putin to reset his term count and remain in power until 2036. 

Related article: Putin Wins 87.28% of Votes With All Ballots Counted – Election Officials

At the same time, Golos said the introduction of multiday and online voting in recent years
has made it much more difficult for independent monitoring of the voting process, all the
while making electoral fraud easier. 

So, too, has Russia’s law on “foreign agents” — which has impacted hundreds of NGOs, news
outlets, journalists, activists and cultural figures — marred elections by limiting their ability
to take part in political life.

Forced voting 

Voters were subjected to “unprecedented pressure” during this year’s presidential election as
the Kremlin sought to achieve a record turnout. 

Golos said it received reports of citizens being coerced into voting from at least 60 regions
across Russia, mostly among public sector workers, employees of state-linked corporations,
as well as workers at some private businesses. 

Information obtained by the watchdog indicates that state-linked entities in Moscow were
provided lists of employees who cast their ballots online. 

Restrictions on independent monitors 

The 2024 presidential race was the first in Russia’s history to take place without the presence
of OSCE election monitors. Instead, the Russian authorities invited handpicked “international
election experts” whose credibility was suspect. 

In several Russian regions, candidates and the parties they represent refused to register their
own independent observers, while in some areas authorities moved to recall observers’
registration after the start of the voting period, according to Golos.

Related article: Why Russia’s Anti-Putin Election Protest Matters

Some independent electoral observers were removed from polling stations by force and
subjected to searches and detentions, while those permitted to stay were barred from moving
around polling locations, as well as from taking photos and recording videos of suspected
irregularities.  

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/01/20/putin-wins-8728-of-votes-with-all-ballots-counted-election-officials
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/01/20/why-russias-anti-putin-election-protest-matters


Mass vote rigging 

Golos received reports of voting irregularities from 45 regions, according to Monday’s report.
Among the irregularities identified by the watchdog were ballot stuffing, “carousel voting”
and the improper storage of ballots overnight. 

Fraudulent votes amounted to at least 31.6 million — or nearly half of all ballots cast for
Vladimir Putin — according to estimates by Novaya Gazeta Europe. 

Violence at polling stations

Golos said the March 15-17 election was “characterized by unprecedented levels of violence
and emotional tension.” 

Following multiple reports of dye-spilling incidents and arson attacks at polling places,
Russian officials increased the presence of law enforcement at voting stations. 

In Moscow, as well as the Irkutsk region and the republic of Udmurtiya, voting booths were
dismantled at some polling stations and police were reportedly spying on voters’ ballots,
according to Golos. 

Related article: The Kremlin Has Clinched Six More Years of Putin’s Rule. What's Next?

At least 22 people were arrested over attempts to spoil ballots with dye, while 12 others were
detained for trying to set polling stations and individual ballot boxes on fire, according to
Golos. 

“Golos definitively condemns these practices, which obstruct the [voting] results... and
violate the voting rights of citizens. No political or personal motives can justify such actions
on the part of voters,” the watchdog said.
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