
Rail Traffic in Russia's Samara Region
Suspended After Bridge Explosion
March 04, 2024

The Samara region bridge damaged early Monday. Baza / Telegram

Rail traffic in Russia's Samara region was partially suspended on Monday after an explosion
damaged a bridge, state-run media reported, citing emergency services.

“Around 5:00 a.m., there was an explosion on a railroad bridge that spans over the Chapaevka
River,” the TASS news agency quoted an emergency official as saying.

“Rail traffic through the bridge has been suspended,” the unnamed source added, noting that
preliminary reports showed that support structures and side railings on the bridge had been
damaged.

TASS, citing a statement by the local railway service, later reported that “illegal interference
by unauthorized persons in the operation of railway transport” had caused the disruptions.

Five passenger trains in the Samara region were delayed because of the incident. 

https://tass.ru/proisshestviya/20144613


Related article: Russia Charges Teens Over Pro-Ukraine Railway Sabotage

Ukraine’s GUR military intelligence agency later on Monday confirmed that an explosion had
occurred along the Samara region railroad bridge, though it was not immediately clear
whether Kyiv was responsible for the blast.

“The railroad route was used by the aggressor state for transporting military cargo, in
particular, ammunition made at the factory of JSC Polymer in the city of Chapaevsk,” the GUR
said in a statement.

The city of Chapaevsk, with a population of around 70,000, is located just under 40 kilometers
to the south of the regional capital of Samara.

“Due to the nature of the damage to the railway bridge, it will be impossible to use it for a
while,” the GUR’s statement added without clarifying how it was able to determine the nature
of the damage.

Russian authorities have reported several attacks on the country's transport infrastructure
since it launched its full-scale invasion of Ukraine over two years ago, and it often blames
Kyiv for the sabotage incidents.
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