
Bulgaria Detains Anti-Mafia Officer for
Spying for Russia
By AFP

February 05, 2024

The Russian Embassy in Sofia Wikimedia Commons

Bulgaria on Monday arrested an employee of the interior ministry unit for fighting organized
crime on suspicion of spying for Russia, the ministry's chief of staff said.

Public media reported that the Directorate General for Combatting Organized Crime (GDBOP)
officer was suspected of providing classified information to a former employee of the Russian
Embassy in Sofia, who had since been declared persona non grata.

"One employee of the GDBOP has been detained under suspicion of espionage in favor of a
foreign state, and that is Russia," the interior ministry chief of staff Zhivko Kotsev told
journalists.

He refrained from further comments as the operation was still ongoing, only adding that the
employee's illegal activities had been under surveillance "for months."
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The operation was conducted together with the intelligence State Agency for National Security
(SANS) and the Sofia City Prosecution, he said.

According to state BNT television the officer had shared information about probes, including
international ones, that investigated possible schemes to bypass the EU sanctions against
Russia by companies with Russian capital.

Bulgaria, which has been historically and culturally very close to Moscow, has since 2019
expelled dozens of Russian diplomats and diplomatic staff suspected of espionage.

In June 2022 alone, Sofia announced the expulsion of 70 Russian diplomatic personnel.

Last September, authorities also expelled the head of the Russian Orthodox Church in Sofia
and two Belarusian priests, accusing them of serving Moscow's geopolitical interests.

Five Bulgarians will also go on trial next year in London on charges that they had been part of
a "network" conducting surveillance for Russia between August 2020 and February 2023.
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