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The Russian town where the Il-76 military transport plane crashed Wednesday. AFP

A Russian military plane that crashed near the border with Ukraine was supposed to transport
senior Russian officials before a last-minute change of plans was made, Ukraine's military
intelligence spokesman claimed Thursday.

Russia accuses Ukraine of shooting down one of its Il-76 transport planes over the Belgorod
region on Wednesday, killing all 74 people on board, including 65 Ukrainian prisoners of war
who were said to be en route to a scheduled exchange. 

Kyiv has neither confirmed nor denied its involvement in the air disaster or Moscow's claims
about the captured Ukrainian soldiers.

"There were supposed to be several VIPs from [Russia’s] military and political leadership,"
Ukrainian military intelligence spokesman Andriy Yusov said in an interview with the
Ukrainian-language edition of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL).

https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/news-il-76-rosiiski-vip-persony/32791478.html


Related article: What Do We Know About the Il-76 Crash in Belgorod?

Yusov claimed Russia’s Federal Security Service (FSB) "ordered them not to board this plane
and to use other means of transportation" at the last moment.

Ukraine's intelligence services learned about the alleged switch-up after the Il-76 crash,
Yusov said, adding that the FSB barred Russian rescue workers from inspecting the crash site.

He also suggested that Russia may be using Ukrainian prisoners of war as “human shields”
while transporting missiles for anti-aircraft systems.

It was not immediately possible to verify Yusov’s claims.

Ukraine's intelligence spokesman added that videos from the Il-76 crash site showed no signs
of human remains and claimed only five bodies were taken to a Belgorod morgue on
Thursday.

“This figure corresponds to the number of crew members,” Yusov said.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said Wednesday that Russia was "playing with the
lives of Ukrainian prisoners" and called for an international investigation into the downing of
the plane.

The Kremlin on Thursday called the incident a "monstrous act."
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