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Russia has ended its practice of granting presidential pardons to prisoners who agree to fight
in Ukraine, instead offering them conditional release and sending them to the front until the
war is over, the BBC’s Russian service reported Thursday.

The Wagner mercenary group started recruiting fighters from Russian prisons in the summer
of 2022, a process that was taken over by the Defense Ministry in early 2023. Convicts were
offered a pardon from President Vladimir Putin if they managed to survive a six-month term
on the front lines. 

Today, recruited prisoners fight under the same terms as regular contract soldiers and
mobilized troops, who are also not allowed to return home until the end of the war, BBC
Russian reported. 

The outlet cited group chats of recruited prisoners’ family members, the fighters’ relatives
and the fighters themselves. 

https://www.bbc.com/russian/articles/clev58319pvo?ocid=wsrussian.social.in-app-messaging.telegram..russiantelegram_.edit


Related article: Murder for Freedom: How Russia Legalized Pardons for Military Service

BBC Russian reported that the pardons for convicted criminals had drawn backlash from
mobilized soldiers’ families, who have become increasingly vocal in calling on the Kremlin to
allow their husbands and sons to return home.

“The fact that former prisoners were in a more privileged position and returned after six
months outraged many families of the mobilized,” BBC Russian wrote.

According to BBC Russian, prisoners are granted conditional release, a provision that allows
prisoners to be released until the end of their sentence if the court concludes that the person
does not need to stay in prison to be reformed.

Dozens of convicts who were pardoned for fighting in Ukraine have returned home and
committed new crimes, including rapes and murders, according to media reports.

The Kremlin said in January 2023 that “the entire procedure for pardoning prisoners is
carried out in strict accordance with Russian law,” but these pardon decrees have been made
secret.

Putin confirmed in June that he was "signing pardon decrees" for prisoners fighting in the
war zone.

“The negative consequences are minimal,” Putin said, claiming that the recidivism rate
among the convicts who went to Ukraine was only “0.4%” while for ex-convicts in general
“in some cases it goes up to 40%." 
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